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Patricia Kay’s First Five Pages Checklist
1. 
Do I have an intriguing opening hook?

2. 
Does my hook give the reader the right idea about what kind of story I am telling?

3. 
Does my protagonist (or antagonist, as the case may be) show up within the first couple of paragraphs?  Do I introduce him or her with a full name?  NOTE: The only exception should be when you want to keep the identity of the character a secret until later in the book, e.g. a murderer or other type of villain.

4. 
Do I go easy on the physical description of the character or characters in the opening scene?  Remember, you don’t want an information dump.  You want to thread the descriptive information into your narrative slowly.
5. 
Do I orient the reader as quickly as possible by establishing  the five Ws?  Who, What, When, Where, and Why?

6.  
Have I given the reader a glimpse of my protagonist’s ordinary world?  The status quo situation before plunging him into the dilemma brought about by the inciting incident?

7. 
How long does it take for the inciting incident to happen?  In most cases, the inciting incident should occur within the first few pages, although a perfectly acceptable technique is to have it come at the end of the opening scene – especially if it qualifies as a disaster.

8. 
Have I given my protagonist a goal?  Is his motivation clear?  Will my readers root for him as a result?

9. 
Is conflict established — something that will keep my protagonist from reaching this goal?  If the conflict is not spelled out, is it at least hinted at?

10. 
If the inciting incident is not used as the disaster at the end of the scene, do I have a disaster or cliffhanger there?

11. 
Have I gone easy on the backstory?  Kept the majority of the action in the present?

12. 
Have I stayed in one point of view and one point of view ONLY?  Remember, in most cases, head-hopping is the mark of an amateur.

13. 
Have I followed through on the promise implied by my opening hook and the tone established in the beginning of the opening?

14. 
Have I checked all my facts?  Done careful research?

15. 
Is every word in my opening necessary?  Have I omitted needless words?  Made sure the words I have included are the best they can be?
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