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HEART TO HEART 

Diamonds Down UnderDiamonds Down UnderDiamonds Down UnderDiamonds Down Under    
Kate GordonKate GordonKate GordonKate Gordon talks to Bronwyn Jameson, Tessa Radley, 

Maxine Sullivan, Paula Roe, Jan Colley and Yvonne Lindsay 
about their NZ-Oz continuity success story 

 
The six-book series Diamonds Down Under is an author-led continuity published by the 
Harlequin Desire line. 

Continuity series for category romances are popular – Desire senior editor Melissa 
Jeglinski says she works on two continuity series for Desire each year – but it’s more 
unusual to have such a series set in Australia and New Zealand.  

Heart to Heart asks the six Australian and New Zealand authors involved to explain how 
the project work and how they enjoyed being involved, but, first, some background from 
Melissa Jeglinski about Diamonds Down Under, a family saga set against the billion-
dollar backdrop of the glamorous, but ruthless gem trade. 

Q: Why do you think continuities hold such great appeal for readers? Is it the whole 
‘collectable mentality’ or that we still love and miss the great dramas of the ‘80s, the 
snapshot view into the lives of the rich and famous? 

MJ: Readers tell me that they love to find out what happened to characters from prior 
books, so continuities give them a glance beyond happily ever after. It also creates a 
‘family’ for the readers to become connected to ... much like the night-time soap operas 
of the past, and those that are seemingly making a return nowadays. I think readers like 
the connection they feel to the characters, the stories. They enjoy discovering what’s 
coming next, maybe trying to uncover the secrets before the characters themselves do. 

Q: What intrigued you about the Diamonds Down Under premise? 

MJ: I loved the machinations the authors created ... the juicy factor of the feuding 
families and missing heir and scandalous plane crash. There was a lot to the concept ... 
more than just several siblings in a cool location. The fact that the family were all 
diamond dealers was also very compelling. What woman doesn’t love jewellery? I could 
see the covers from the moment the idea was formed and that usually means it’s a 
concept readers will enjoy. 

Continued page 4 
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Contact details: Romance Writers 
of New Zealand, Inc., P O Box 
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Heart to Heart (H2H) is the official 
publication of Romance Writers of 
New Zealand (RWNZ) and is 
published eleven times a year. 

No part may be reproduced or used 
for profit by RWNZ or others without 
prior permission from the editor. The 
views expressed in this newsletter 
are not necessarily the views of 
RWNZ, its executive, or its editor. 
While every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy, no responsibility will be 
taken by RWNZ or the editor for 
inaccurate information. 

To subscribe to the RWNZ online 
loop, which is dedicated to the 
support of its writers by and for 
members, send a blank email to 
NZromance-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com or 
contact giovanna@xtra.co.nz for 
information about the loop. 

To join RWNZ’s critique partner 
register, run jointly with RW 
Australia, email the coordinator 
Rachel Robinson on 
rachelrobinson@dodo.com.au  

Contributions sought 

Heart to Heart welcomes contributions from RWNZ 
members and from people with expertise relevant to our 
members of the following types: 

! Interviews  with authors, agents and publishing 
industry personnel 

! With particular relevance to the romance genre, 
articles regarding writing techniques, the life of a 
writer, motivation, the industry, etc. 

! News on markets, opportunities and competitions 

Please contact the editor, Kate Gordon, to discuss. 

Contributions should 
ideally be unpublished. 
Copyright reverts to the 
author two weeks after 
publication in Heart to 
Heart, or earlier by 
arrangement. 
 
 

 

Editor’s desk 
Well, another month has whizzed by and I can’t 
begin to imagine how many words have been 
written by RWNZers all over the country. 
 
But perhaps some of us have suffered post-Clendon 
fatigue and we’ve let our writing take a backseat. 
Please turn directly to page 7 to read our VP Gracie 
Stanners’ excellent article on internal motivation.  
 
I’d love to say I was suffering post-Clendon fatigue, 
for my writing has most certainly taken a backseat 
and my poor WIPs are feeling very neglected. I’ve 
been writing; don’t get me wrong. However it’s my 
regular paying writing, not the serious, but as yet 
unpaid work of developing a bestselling novel. 
However the good thing is that around two paying 
assignments, dh and I have had five days holiday in 
Central Otago ... Glenorchy, in fact, the setting for 
one of my stories. It’s been a wonderful research 
opportunity which has fired me up to get back into 
one story with fresh enthusiasm and a much greater 
knowledge of what could realistically happen to my 
characters in this beautiful landscape. Cool, huh?  
 
I reckon you’ve got to use every available idea, 
inspiration and scrap of support to help keep those 
fingers on the keyboard and those plot and 
character developments building layer upon layer. 
So, in this issue, we’ve covered a range of workshops 
available online and asked our local stars of the 
wonderfully-successful Diamonds Down Under series 
for their thoughts on continuity series in category 
romance. 
 
And thanks for all the positive feedback last month; 
it’s nice to know you enjoyed that issue. The ‘getting 
to know us’ segment drew a number of responses, 
thank you. I didn’t have room to use them this 
month, but will keep these on file for the future.  
 
Enjoy your writing this 
month ... I intend to!  
 
Kate 
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President’s welcome 
Contests 

Last month you received two competition entry forms in your newsletter.  The Chapter Books Short Story Contest 
closes on Friday 28 March 2008 and the final judge is Julie Redlich, fiction editor, Woman’s Day; the contest 
coordinator is Kamy Chetty. The Great Beginnings Contest closes on 24 April 2008 and the final judge is Kimberley 
Young, senior editor, Mills & Boon, London; the contest coordinator is Ellie Huse. 

I would like to thank both these ladies for agreeing to judge our contests and also to Ellie and Kamy for taking on the 
task of coordinating them. 

Conference 

The conference committee is pleased to announce that our speakers have been finalised for this year’s conference.   
They include Margie Lawson (see below) as our keynote speaker.  She will conduct the Friday workshop and several 
others during the weekend. Nalini Singh’s editor at Berkley Publishing, Cindy Hwang also joins us and we’re very lucky 
to have an executive editor of her status joining us.  

For those of you who don’t anything about Margie Lawson here is a bit about her in her own words: “I’m a counseling 
psychologist who’s been a college professor, workshop presenter, keynote speaker, clinical trainer, sex therapist, 
director of an Impotence Clinic, hypnotherapist, and writer. I hold a Master of Science degree in Counseling 
Psychology with an additional post-masters specialization in psychiatric counseling. I speak at writing conferences and 
present Empowering Characters’ Emotions, Defeat Self-Defeating Behaviors, and The EDITS System and Deep Editing 
in intense one and two-day workshops to writing organizations nationally.” 

We also have representatives from Samhain Publishing and from The Wild Rose Press who, along with Cindy, will be 
available to take pitches. 

Unfortunately we have had to raise the cost of this year’s conference.  Your committee pondered long and hard 
about this and finally settled on a figure which is below what we are actually paying. The balance of costs will be paid 
by Romance Writers of New Zealand. The rise is caused mainly by the increase in the price of food and the hire of the 
various rooms needed to hold our workshops, etc. 

We have a great line-up of workshops for you to attend. The programme and the registration form will be available 
soon on the website and, for those of you who don’t have internet access, a hard copy of both will be with next 
month’s newsletter. 

We also hope to have another early bird workshop on Saturday morning. Those who attended last years one hated 
getting up early but really enjoyed the workshop. Once we have had feedback from our presenter, we will let you 
know definitely if it will happen. 

The committee is also working towards a very special lunch on Saturday. We can’t reveal all the details at this stage, 
but let’s say it’s something that every woman should know about. 

Seems like a lot that I am going to tell you about next time, but, believe me, it will be worth the wait! 

I HAVE HEARD A RUMOUR... 

... that there is going to be a special raffle involving 
those people who are register early. It will be worth 
your while getting that registration done as soon as 
the form goes up on the website. More details to 
follow. 

Your conference committee 

Shown here is a photo of some of your conference 
committee at work.  We had a fabulous all-day 
meeting which managed to iron out all the details of 
the upcoming conference.  Missing are Bronwen 
Evans, Cathy Sneyd and Sally Rigby. 

Keep saving those dollars and make sure that you can  

get to conference. 

Regards 
Pat Snellgrove, President, RWNZ 

 
Back: Diana Holmes 
Middle: Gracie Stanners, Kris Pearson, Rachel Collins  
Front: Giovanna Lee, Mig Wright, Pat Snellgrove 
Missing (this time!): Bronwen Evans, Cathy Sneyd and Sally Rigby 
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Diamonds Down Under: Diamonds Down Under: Diamonds Down Under: Diamonds Down Under: the continuity seriesthe continuity seriesthe continuity seriesthe continuity series     
Melissa Jeglinski’s comments continued from page 1 

And, Desire had never done a continuity set in either 
Australia or New Zealand, much less both. The locations 
were so exotic, I just had to do it! 

Q: Australian and New Zealand authors seem to be 
popular with Harlequin and Silhouette lately. Given that 
the market is so much smaller than the US, do you see 
this trend continuing, and why do you think so many 
have been bought recently? 

MJ: I know, I can’t believe how large a pool Desire has of 
down-under authors. I think it’s just great because they 
all offer such unique voices and such different story 
locations. I bought both Tessa [Radley] and Maxine 
[Sullivan] from the e-harlequin online story pitch. I was 
already working with Bronwyn [Jameson] and Jan 
[Colley]. And then suddenly other down-under authors 
were getting agents and those projects were being sold 
to Desire. It was like a new door opened and I was so 
excited to see all the talent. With Desire’s editorial 
guidelines changing, I think it also made the fit easier. My 
down-under authors have NO problem doing the alpha 
male dead on! I’m totally open to more down-under 
talent and do see this trend continuing as veteran 
authors share their knowledge and mentor new writers. 

We pose a mixture of questions to the 
three authors whose books were published 
first in the series... 
BRONWYN JAMESON wrote book one, Vows & A 
Vengeful Groom, released in February this year in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Q: What have you enjoyed 
most about contributing to this 
continuity series? 

BJ: The challenge of developing 
a series from scratch; coming up 
with the family tree, the 
relationships, the back-stories; 
brainstorming our individual 
story ideas and the continuity  
threads; braiding those threads through the six books and 
coming up with new twists and ideas. Putting everything 
together in “the bible” (the go-to document which 
contains our character briefs, the back-story, timeline, all 
the research material, location/setting information, each 
story synopsis, etc.) I’m really, really proud of the end 
result of all our work. 

Q: Would you like to work on another continuity series of 
the opportunity arose? 

BJ: Depending on the series, absolutely. I’ve worked on 
four now and the challenges involved stretch the creative 
muscle. 

Q: Diamonds Down Under is set in Australia and New 
Zealand. What other markets is it released in? Are any 
changes made for these markets? 

BJ: Our series is part of Desire's normal six-per-
month schedule in North America from January through 
June. That's the first publication. The second is in 
Australia/New Zealand one month later (February 
through July) using the same editorial but a refashioned 
cover. M&B India, which commenced publishing in 
February ‘08, is including two Desires each month from 
the North American list and, as far as we know, they're 
using the same editorial and covers. They've published 
Tessa's Pride & A Pregnancy Secret and Maxine's Mistress 
& A Million Dollars and so we anticipate seeing Jan's, 
Paula's and Yvonne's titles in the next three months.  
Other markets take a little longer to pick up, translate 
and publish the new titles but Desire is a popular series 
internationally and so we look forward to seeing 
Diamonds all over the place in 2009-10-11 and 
beyond. As for changes made: I've been told that 
translations include many changes to suit the culture and 
readership of that market. Often the title is changed and 
a different cover used, and that's all part of the fun! 

Vows & A Vengeful Groom 

Ric Perrini, chairman of Blackstone 
Diamonds and Sydney’s sexiest 
bachelor, still had one elusive prize to 
catch… Kimberley Blackstone. Luring 
her back to her estranged father’s 
company, back to her birthright, would 
be Ric’s toughest job ever. Luring her 
back into his arms, his most pleasurable. 
Ric had laid claim to part of Kim before; 
this time he’d accept nothing but her 
total surrender... 

 

TESSA RADLEY wrote book two, Pride & A Pregnancy 
Secret, released in March this year in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Q: What have you enjoyed most about contributing to 
this continuity series?  

TR: It's been a wonderful opportunity to brainstorm with 
a bunch of talented authors. I'd always loved Bron – she’s 
not a triple RITA finalist for nothing – and Jan's talent 
blew me away when I read Trophy Wives. And now 
suddenly Yvonne, Maxine and Paula had sold too -  
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Diamonds Down UnDiamonds Down UnDiamonds Down UnDiamonds Down Under: der: der: der: the continuity seriesthe continuity seriesthe continuity seriesthe continuity series     
Tessa Radley’s comments continued: 

women I knew and liked. And I'd been 
celebrating their contest successes 
with them with what seemed like 
forever. That builds camaraderie.   

What I found absolutely amazing 
was how the creative process works.  
 
How one thought by one person can spark off a whole 
sequence of ideas before finally crystallizing into 'it'. At 
that magic point we'd all say, "Yes – that's perfect!" But 
that final brilliant idea rarely rose in a vacuum. In fact it 
often started off at a very different place and kind of 
metamorphosised. Sometimes we'd be stuck and 
struggling to get out of an idea rut – and suddenly one 
person would suggest a solution. Sometimes we didn't 
even get what the person was saying for a while… 

For example, I remember Bron trying to tell us that the 
family tree would work better if Jeb Hammond was the 
common grandfather to all our characters…making the 
feud that runs through the books one between cousins.  
It was only when Bron reduced it to a family tree that I 
finally got what she was saying…and yes, it was perfect! 

Q: Would you like to work on another continuity series if 
the opportunity arose?  

TR: I've never been part of an editor-driven continuity. 
Jan and Bron were both part of the fabulous Dakota 
Fortunes last year, and I know Bron was involved in 
Dynasties: The Ashtons. I know there will still be a lot of 
work involved in an editor-driven series, but at least one 
doesn't have to come up with the whole series from 
scratch – that took a lot of work and effort…and time!  

Q: What was involved in building the Diamonds Down 
Under world?  

TR: This was without a doubt the fun part that every 
author loves. We named our characters; we searched out 
pictures that matched the mental visuals we had. We 
wrote character descriptions about what they looked 
like, their traits, where they lived. What they wore. We 
found more photos of the homes they lived in. Of the 
Blackstone mansion, Miramare. Of places they 
visited…Flemington racecourse, Moomba, the Kimberly 
outback region. We created a head office in Sydney, 
stores in Sydney and Auckland – and we had images of 
those too.  

And that was before we started looking at jewels…how 
big was the legendary pink diamond that Jeb Hammond 
had found? Lots of time spent viewing famous 
diamonds. What did the jewellery look like that  

Blackstones' sells? What is the defining character of Dani 
Hammond's jewellery designs? And what do Matt 
Hammond's fabulous pearls look like? I tell you, you can 
get LOST straying into the glittering sites we visited to 
find the answers to all these questions.  

I loved living in this fantastic make-believe world we'd 
created. As it became more detailed and layered, so it 
became increasingly real to me. The characters became 
familiar…people I wanted to spend time with. Building 
this rich Diamonds Down Under world with Bron, 
Maxine, Jan, Paula and Yvonne was so satisfying and 
utterly magical. 

 
Pride & A Pregnancy Secret  
“I’m having your baby.”   
They were words she would never speak 
to her lover, Ryan Blackstone, Australia’s 
richest gem dealer. For Jessica Cotter was 
his secret mistress, with him only for 
torrid sessions behind the drawn drapes of 
his bachelor bedroom. She had no future 
with the man whose mantra was No kids, 
no carats. Though she knew the rules, Jess 
had broken them. Now she had no choice  
but to walk away from Ryan… unless the man with a heart as 
hard as diamonds could learn to love her back... 
 

MAXINE SULLIVAN wrote Mistress & A Million Dollars 
which comes out in April locally. 

Q: What have you enjoyed most 
about contributing to this continuity 
series? 
 
MS: I've enjoyed the whole thing. 
Being at the very beginning of the 
series when it was just a suggestion 
from the senior editor, watching it 
take shape and form through sheer 
hard work and enthusiasm, and 
ending up with a wonderful series 
that would make a terrific television 
mini-series. :) 
 
Q: Would you like to work on another continuity series if 
the opportunity arose? 
MS: Absolutely, though I'd like to experience an editor-
led series rather than an author-led series like this one. 
Looking back I'm not sure how we juggled it all, so I'm 
amazed that any group of authors can actually get 
together with their deadlines and schedules to write a 
book for any series. 
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Diamonds Down Under: Diamonds Down Under: Diamonds Down Under: Diamonds Down Under: the continuity seriesthe continuity seriesthe continuity seriesthe continuity series     
Maxine Sullivan’s comments continued: 

Q: MJ knows a fair bit about continuity series. How 
important is it to work with an editor who has experience 
with these specific projects? (Or any other comments 
about working with MJ, if you prefer) 

MS: Working with MJ on this series has been a real treat 
and we were all flattered that she had faith in us to 
tackle such a huge project. There's only been one prior 
author-generated series in Desire (by a group of very 
popular and experienced authors) and we're such an 
inexperienced and new group. For her to allow us the 
leeway to write the series, guiding us with her 
experience and wisdom, well, that took a whole lot of 
trust. I think the end product speaks for itself! 

Mistress & A Million Dollars 
“I’ll be your mistress - for a million 
dollars.”  For years, model Briana 
Davenport fought temptation - in the 
form of a six-foot, blue-eyed seducer. 
Jarrod Hammond was her employer’s 
sworn enemy...  and, as such, off-limits 
to her… and her bed. Then her father 
needed a cool million to bail himself out 
of trouble, and Briana had no choice but 
to turn to the Australian businessman. 
But after one mind-blowing night as his 
millionaire mistress, how could Briana ever walk away? 

 

 

NEXT MONTH ... 

We talk to JAN COLLEY about Satin & A Scandalous Affair (out May 2008), PAULA ROE about Boardrooms & A 
Billionaire Heir (out June 2008) and YVONNE LINDSAY about Jealousy & A Jeweled Proposition (out July 2008) 
 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 

 

Member successes 
Compiled by jean drew 

The good news just keeps flowing. 

Clare Scott was offered another contract with Walker Books, Australia, for 
Egghead, a children’s book, and the second in their new Lightning Strikes series. 
This one will be published end of the year. Woohoo, Clare!!! 

Lisa Elkind-Gardiner is a finalist in the Romance Diva's Best First Page contest. 
Final judging to be by Spectrum Literary Agency. Lisa was also highly commended 
in the Florida Space Coast Launching a Star contest. Well done, Lisa. 

Cheryl Wright sold Saving Emma to the Wild Rose Press in November. No 
release date yet. Great news. 

Abby Gaines has two 4-star reviews: one for her HQN Superromance The Diaper Diaries and one for her HQN 
NASCAR Fully Engaged. Way to go. 

Yvonne Walus’ e-novella, Salem Witch Hunts, which is now on the internet, has been accepted for publication 
later this month. Also her Blogging Game, another crime long short story, is coming out in an anthology of crime 
writing, in April. 

Kylie Short’s short story is one oft 13 stories to be published in the Romance Writers of Australia 2008 Little 
Gems “Pearl” anthology. 
Lynne Kokshoorn’s short story, Cupid's Cat, will also be published in the same anthology.  Mega congrats, 
ladies. 

Anna Campbell was voted best new author of 2007 in the All About Romance Annual Readers Poll. Woohoo, 
Anna! 

Linda Fildew of Harlequin has picked up Emily Gee’s Regency. No word yet on the final title or her pen name, 
but the release date is the first half of 2009. Super news, Emily.       

 Please email news for Member Successes to jeandrew@xtra.co.nz before the 15th of each month 

 

 

www.diamonds-downunder.com 
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Internal Motivation 
Need It, Get It 

 
By Gracie Stanners 

 
 
Sometimes writing is like dieting. You know you need to 
do it, but you’d prefer to leave it till Monday to start. Or 
the New Year. Or, let’s face it, next century. This is why 
so many people go to Weight Watchers and Jenny 
Craig. They need something outside themselves to 
motivate them to do what they know is necessary. And 
I’m not knocking that. I’m really not. External motivation 
is an excellent and necessary thing. 
 
However, the ideal motivation for all of us, in any sphere 
of endeavour, comes from within ourselves. 
 
Doesn’t that sound familiar? Your heroine’s internal 
motivation is the thing that stimulates her to move from 
who she believes she is, to the person she is in truth. 
 
Now personalise that idea. As a writer, what is your 
internal motivation? What is that thing, that one thing, 
which propels you forward in your journey from the 
writer you believe you are, to the writer you are in 
truth?  Whatever it is, it’s something that has to come 
from the cellar of your soul. 
 
Most of you who read this will know my story, and how 
coming to my first RWNZ conference literally saved my 
life. I was 180 kilos (400lbs). I had to walk with two 
crutches because I couldn’t support my own body 
weight. I was medicated to the eyeballs on Prozac for 
depression. I’d been told I had eighteen months to live if 
I didn’t do something about my weight. 
 
And I didn’t give a damn. 
 
Why? Outwardly I had everything to live for; wonderful 
husband, a nice home, a loving--if eccentric--family.  
 
Inwardly, I was too emotionally exhausted to give a 
hoot. Then I came to conference. Heard Donald Maass 
talk. Met people who thought writing was normal. Got a 
chance to pitch to Donald. Realised that I wasn’t as 
useless at this writing business as I’d imagined. 
When I walked—or rather, hobbled—away after 
conference, what had changed? Outwardly? Not a 

sausage.  Inwardly? Everything. Because I now wanted 
to live. I wanted to live to see my work on the shelves. 
Not just the first book, but the fiftieth. The 
hundredth. The thousandth.  And to do that I knew I 
needed to take drastic action. 
 
But--and here’s the really great thing--the hardest 
change had already been made. Sometime during that 
weekend my square peg of a brain stopped trying to 
force itself into the round hole of my—and others’--
expectations and said, “I don’t want to die. I want to 
write. In fact, I want to write the greatest bestseller 
since the Bible.” 
 
Now, please don’t be fooled. This first step is SO 
IMPORTANT, because here’s the simple truth: the 
hardest change you’ll ever make is the one that takes 
place between your ears, and the longest journey you’ll 
ever take is the one between your head and your heart.  
In other words, finding and maintaining your internal 
motivation isn’t always easy. 
 
So, how do you do it? 
 
The first step is to find what you really want to do. Find 
something you want more than anything else in the 
world. Find your dream. I’m assuming here that your 
dream is to be a writer! If you don’t want to write then 
do something else. It’s your dream. Pursue it. 
 
The second step is to be serious. Do whatever needs to 
be done, and is within your control, to take your dream 
and make it real. For me, that meant weight-loss surgery 
and shedding more than half my body mass. 
 
The third step is to see yourself as the writer you will 
be. For this I used one of Natalie Goldberg’s exercises in 
her book “Writing Down the Bones.” In it she says, 
‘Don’t tell your autobiography with facts, such as “I am 
in sixth grade, I am a boy. I live in Owatonna. I have a 
mother and father.’ Tell me who you really are … add 
the heat and energy of your heart.’ 
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Internal Motivation cont. 
 
So I did. I sat down and wrote who I really am, and 
what I wanted to be. The following poem was the 
result. 
 
SIGHT UNSEEN  
I am the throb of hooves in the morning mist,  
The fragrance of new-mown grass at dusk.  
I am the embrace of coffee, freshly brewed,  
The wholesomeness of home-baked bread.  
I am passion--the exaltation of possession.  
I am passion--the exhilaration of response.  
I am the lullaby of the rain on the veranda roof at 
midnight.  
The laughter in my beloved’s eyes,  
The tenderness in his touch.  
I am also the descending dagger.  
The tang of cordite in dust.  
I am the cloak, the mask, the silver bullet,  
The taste of blood and terror,  
The tremor of weakness in the heart of the strong.  
I am the anguish of rejection,  
The joy of love revealed.  
I am the singer’s voice poised before song.  
I am the artist’s brush above the waiting canvas.  

 
~~~~~~~ 

The fourth step is to take positive action to become 
what you see. For me, that means butt in chair 
everyday.  It means a certain daily word count during 
first draft and a certain page count when I’m editing. It 
means spending time every day in learning my craft. 
Listening to seminars. Reading ‘how to’ books. Reading 
in general.  
 
It means learning to take criticism of my work without 
actually committing Grievous Bodily Harm--wanting to 

is permissible. It means helping other writers where I 
can. It means taking a walk before I can’t feel my 
backside any more. It means saying ‘no’ to things that 
are other people’s priorities, not mine.  
 
The fifth and final step is to realise that life happens 
to the best of us. And death. And divorce, sick kids, 
pets, menopause, pregnancy (those last two, with any 
luck, not at the same time) and flooded dishwashers.  
 
That’s when the only action you can take is to fling your 
arm around your dream’s shoulder and say, “Golly 
gosh, are we going to have a wonderful story at the end 
of this, or what!” 
 
Then you deal with your crisis, and use every gut-
wrenching second of it to produce the best book ever 
written. 
 
Author bio 
Gracie Stanners' first step into the literary 
world began when she combined her training as a 
musician with her love for words.  
 
Writing and performing her own songs led to her 
writing and producing musicals for children. This 
led, naturally enough, to writing novels--which she 
says are really only musicals without the music, but 
with a lot more words. And they're for adults. Which 
is incredibly motivating.  
 
She no longer has to deal with embryo Spice Girls, 
elephants with bleeding noses, artistic 
temperaments (except her own), or stage fright 
(including her own!) .  
 
Gracie lives in a bus and wanders around New 
Zealand with her husband and two dogs. She's 
working on her next book. 
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Digital RomanceRomanceRomanceRomance 
News and views from the world of romance e-publishing 

 
Focus on: E-publisher sales 
Why e-publish? The obvious answer is because e-publishing meets your goals. And one of those goals is likely to be 
selling books—either for the money or just to see your book in the hands of as many readers as possible.  It is hard to 
give a sensible answer to the question of how well e-books sell, but it is something you want to know about an e-
publisher before signing on the dotted line. 
 That is why I decided to start collecting sales figures relating to erotic romance books, the genre I write most 
often.*  The first thing I noticed was that the most important factor when it comes to predicting sales levels is the 
publisher. Most e-publishers make sales that could only be described as modest. My total data set so far includes 130 
currently available novella and novel length erotic romance books from 14 different e-publishers.  he average sales in 
New Zealand dollars are: first month—185 copies, first year —338 copies, total sales—431 copies and total sales for 
books released at least one year ago—520 copies. 
 Some e-publishers have consistently higher sales than others. For example the front runner is clearly Ellora’s 
Cave, selling an average of over 1000 copies in the first month. Relatively few romance e-publishers reliably sell over 
even 100 copies in the first month, including (by my estimate): Ellora’s Cave, Amber Allure, Loose Id, Samhain and 
Liquid Silver Books.  

So, why e-publish? Writing novella length romance for a top e-publisher can be reasonably profitable if you 
choose your publisher carefully and can produce multiple works per year. That is the first reason. Other less tangible 
considerations will have to wait for a later column…. 
 
Recent events: 
 [February 21]  That beefcake don’t come free…. 
It seems that Aussie and Ohio based e-publisher Dark Castle Lords is planning to make authors pay for their own 
cover art.  Part of the creeping vanitisation of the lower tiers of e-publishing? 
 
 [February 22] Closing the Vault 
Erotica e-publisher Silk’s Vault, notorious for not paying their authors, seems to have finally closed. 
 
 [February 26] When ‘Preditors’ Attack 
The author information and warning website Preditors and Editors (http://anotherealm.com/prededitors/)  is at the 
wrong side of a lawsuit and soliciting donations for their legal defence. 
 
 [March 5] Bookhabit 
I just noticed this e-book self-publishing site called Bookhabit (http://bookhabit.com/).  I am not sure it is a great way 
to sell books, but it is an interesting idea. 
 
 [March 9] EPPIES 
Winners of the EPPIE ebook awards have been announced.  Including 6 romance categories 
(http://www.epicauthors.com/eppiewinners2008.html). 
 
 [March 12] New Concepts Publishing 
A number of complaints have surfaced about NCP, including alleged non-payment and failure to provide necessary 
tax information. 
 

Emily Veinglory 
* If you are an e-published romance author and would like to  

contribute data to the anonymous sales figure database,  
please email me at veingloryatgmail.com. 
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Online workshops to consider 
 
From Elements, a chapter of Romance Writers of America... 
Two great workshops on diverse subjects - despite the homicidal urges grammar may provoke in us, it's an integral 
part of every writer's tool box and grammatical errors can doom your submission when the editors pull out that red 
pen. Learn how to give yourself that additional edge in your writing. 
  
And for the criminally inclined author, an interactive class on crime scenes offered by an instructor who's been there 
and done it all and is ready to help you create an authentic crime scenario. 
  

Grammar: How to Stop Your Commas from Killing YouGrammar: How to Stop Your Commas from Killing YouGrammar: How to Stop Your Commas from Killing YouGrammar: How to Stop Your Commas from Killing You 
by Natalie Boon 
Dates: April 1 - 21 
Description: For many writers, grammar is a dreaded horror that they wish to avoid. Yet, if it's bad enough, it could be 
the factor that dooms your work to obscurity. Acquiring editors know that the more editing that is required on a 
book, the more expensive that book is going to be to produce. Bad grammar makes a reader stop and think about 
what an author means. As a writer, that's the last thing you want an editor or agent to do. This workshop will give you 
an overview of grammar, resources for further work, and interactive exercises, so you can see where you're making 
your mistakes before they impact your sales. 
Bio: Natalie Boon is a freelance copyeditor, researcher, and indexer. She has a background in history and in library 
science. She worked for over ten years as a librarian before moving on to research work in the government and 
private sectors. Currently, she works with companies, publishers, and authors to find information and present it 
effectively. Her business, Boon Information Services, can be found online at www.BoonInformationServices.com.   
Cost: $11 Elements Members / $21 Non-Members 
Register http://www.elementsofrwa.com/wkshp_reg1.htm  to pay by credit card or PayPal. 
Register http://www.elementsofrwa.com/wkshp_reg2.htm  to pay by check or money order. 

 
    
Crime Scene Investigations: Okay, you got the call Crime Scene Investigations: Okay, you got the call Crime Scene Investigations: Okay, you got the call Crime Scene Investigations: Okay, you got the call -------- Now what?  Now what?  Now what?  Now what? 
What to expect at a crime scene.What to expect at a crime scene.What to expect at a crime scene.What to expect at a crime scene. 
by Phyllis Middleton 
Dates: April 7 - 16 
Description: This will be an interactive workshop giving scenarios of crimes and how attendees would/should/could 
handle these scenarios in their writing. Questions are highly encouraged, as any questions will be answered along the 
way, in order to help attendees' stories read like the real thing. From the cop's point of view to the writer's, be sure to 
join in!  
Bio: While employed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation at the tender age of nineteen, Phyllis Middleton was 
trained in the Science of Fingerprints. Once returning to her home in Colorado, she was a Deputy Sheriff for the 
Pueblo County Sheriff's Department and specialized in crime scene investigation and evidence processing. Certified in 
Pueblo District and County Courts, Phyllis testified in a number of cases as an expert in the field of fingerprints. While 
at the Sheriff's Department, she branched out into Patrol and Investigations and served as a member of the Search 
and Rescue Squad, State Disaster Team, and as an Emergency Medical Technician and Certified Police Instructor. 
Phyllis also worked as a Kentucky Police Officer and rounded out twenty years of service as a Senior Criminal/Civil 
Investigator with the Denver Coroner's Office. Since marrying and moving to Texas, Phyllis no longer works as an 
active law enforcement officer, although she volunteers her time to her local police department. She writes 
mystery/suspense/action adventure with romantic elements. Visit her at www.MyCreativePassions.com.   
Cost: $6 Elements Members / $9 Non-Members 
Register http://www.elementsofrwa.com/wkshp_reg1s.htm to pay by credit card or PayPal. 
Register http://www.elementsofrwa.com/wkshp_reg2s.htm  to pay by check or money order. 
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Online workshops to consider cont.  
 

Iowa Romance Novelists present Got High Concept?Got High Concept?Got High Concept?Got High Concept? 
Please plan to join us Saturday, May 3rd for an all-day workshop with best-selling author Lori Wilde. Only $60 (early 
bird) for this information-packed day presented by Iowa Romance Novelists (Des Moines, Iowa).  
 
Would you like to propel your manuscript out of the slush pile? Razzle-dazzle editors with your high concept story? 
Trigger publishers to open their wallets? Rush readers into stores as soon as your book is released? Impress the 
media? 
Stimulate industry buzz? Jump-start foreign sales? Earn a bigger advance? Inspire Hollywood to come knocking? 
 
Then the Got High Concept workshop is just what you're looking for! 
 
Lori Wilde has written 42 books for three major New York publishers. She recently received a two book contract from 
Warner books based solely on a 25 word `high concept' pitch. When the sale—along with the pitch—was announced 
on Publisher's Marketplace, she was approached by eight film production companies—including Paramount and 
Warner Brothers—interested in optioning her completed novel for a movie. Lori is a past RITA finalist and has four 
times been nominated for Romantic Times' Reviewer's Choice Award. 
 
For more information email: iowaromnovel@yahoo.com 
 

Welcome to our new Membership SecretaryWelcome to our new Membership SecretaryWelcome to our new Membership SecretaryWelcome to our new Membership Secretary    
 
Since conference I have been the Membership Secretary on a casual basis. Although it has been a pleasure, 
it’s now time to pass the job on to a more permanent member, Rachel Collins, who is looking forward to 
getting to know you. She can be reached at rachel_collins@xtra.co.nz.  
 
This is what Rachel posted on the RWNZ loop: “My husband and I have lived in NZ on the Kapiti Coast for 
nearly three years, having emigrated from South East England. Drop in for a cup of tea if you are passing as 
we love to have visitors. I joined RWNZ early last year to try and do something with my scribbling and also 
to meet new people. The Wellington chapter are a great bunch who have made me very welcome and given 
me the confidence to get writing. I am looking forward to being membership secretary and getting to know 
everyone over the next year or two. Hopefully I'll meet some more of you at this year's conference.” 
 
I have also passed the loop’s reins into the very capable hands of Gracie Stanners and Kris Pearson. They 
have great plans for it. Through the Wellington group, I have met and enjoyed these three fun loving friends’ 
company for a long while now. They will do RWNZ proud. 
 
I am still on the conference committee and hopefully I will catch up with you ALL at the conference.  
Giovanna Lee  
 

   

Welcome new Welcome new Welcome new Welcome new 
members!members!members!members!    

Rowena May O’Sullivan 
(rejoined) - Auckland 

Penny Dold - Paihia 
 

Thanks from all of us, GiovannaGiovannaGiovannaGiovanna, 
for your many hours of hard 
work in various roles with RNWZ 
and your ongoing support and 
friendship, 
And thanks to Rachel, Gracie and Rachel, Gracie and Rachel, Gracie and Rachel, Gracie and 
Kris Kris Kris Kris for taking on these roles! 



www.romancewriters.co.nz     April 2008     Page 12 

The Write Habit: How to 
Strengthen Your Writing Muscle 
by Katey Coffing, Ph.D. 
 
Writing is a muscle that needs exercise to stay in shape. I'm not the first to say that, but I realized how true it was 
when I took what I called "a well-earned break" after I finished my first novel. 
 
The last days of writing the novel tasted as sweet as whipped cream-I was in a writing groove, humming along. I 
figured I'd take a little hiatus for a few days, then start my second book. 
 
Those few days somehow morphed into a week. Soon two more weeks slithered by, thumbing their noses at me. 
Guilt swarmed me every time I passed my lonely PowerBook. I began to avoid my computer altogether, a beautifully 
self-defeating habit. 
 
Finally, twitching with dread after more than a month of avoidance, I sat down at the screen to begin my next novel. 
Trying to write after that time away was torture-my neglected writing muscle had become flabby and whiny. It 
protested my sudden demands and resented being drafted to work again. 
 
For many people, the key to productivity is making writing a habit. Consistent writing breeds easier writing. 
 
If this is true for you, create a new habit. Make a commitment to a certain amount of writing every day, whether your 
goal is a length of time or a number of words or pages drafted before you lift your butt off your writing chair. If your 
muscle has been out of practice and you're afraid to begin, just start slow. Write at least one new paragraph today, or 
even a sentence. Tomorrow, write two. The following day, three. Keep rolling, bit by bit, until you reach a daily goal 
that works well for you. 
 
And this is important: each day when you've reached your goal, do something nice for yourself. Many people don't, 
feeling they don't deserve the credit. They tell themselves, "My goal was too small, I didn't write well enough, I didn't 
'do it right'..." Sound familiar? Yep, I hear those nasty Inner Critic tapes, too. But think about this: if you don't reward 
yourself for writing, is it any wonder you don't write? 
 
One of my published clients who loves her email has chosen to write five pages each weekday before she can access 
the Internet. Enjoying email has become her reward for completing her writing goals, and every time she slows 
down she remembers how much she wants to read her friends' new messages or to surf YouTube and 
CuteOverload.com. That spurs her to complete her pages, and she feels doubly triumphant when she hears "you've 
got mail". 
 
Is the Web not a good enough carrot for you? Find something that is, then earn it. Setting goals and rewards that 
keep you writing creates a great habit that's win/win. 
 
 

Author bio 
Goalmeister Katey CoffingKatey CoffingKatey CoffingKatey Coffing, Ph.D. is a 2007 Golden Heart finalist 
and a certified life coach who specializes in guiding women 
writers to success. She delights in helping her clients complete 
and polish their manuscripts, create kick-ass queries and 
synopses, and get The Call from agents and publishers.  
Discover more at Women-Ink.com. This article first appeared in 
the March 2008 issue of ShoreLines, newsletter for the Long 
Island Romance Writers. 
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Romance writing markets 

SOURCED FROM CINDI MYER’S MARKET NEWS, ET AL 
 
 
Espresso Fiction 
(http://www.espressofiction.com/) ) is an innovative 
fiction website. Readers can subscribe to have a  
short story e-mailed to them each week. They offer five 
different types of stories. 
! Bubacino -- 1000-2000 words stories suitable for 

ages 7-12 
! Hot Chocolate -- stories for ages 13-17, 1000-2500 

words 
! Mocha -- audience is 18-24 and includes any genre 

except science fiction and fantasy 1000-3500 words 
! Espresso -- for ages 25 and older, 1000-3500 words, 

any genre except science fiction and fantasy 
! Short Black -- Flash Fiction of 200 words or less 
Payment of $30 per story, via Paypal, and a free 
membership to the service. All the details are at  
http://www.espressofiction.com/information_writers.php 
 
********************************************** 
Medallion Press 
(http://www.medallionpress.com) ) will launch a new 
line of illustrated romance books in November. The  
line features novellas described as "adult fairytales," 
illustrated by Cherif Fortin and Lynn Sanders. The first 
book will be Passion's Blood. Medallion Press publishes 
historical, contemporary, and paranormal romance and 
romantic suspense, as well as mainstream fiction, 
mystery, suspense and thrillers; science fiction and 
fantasy, horror and paranormal fiction; and young adult  
fiction.  
The Chicago-based publisher launched in June of 2003. 
They publish in mass market, trade paper and 
hardcover. Manuscripts must be between 80,000 and  
120,000 words. They recently launched Medallion Radio, 
an internet radio station to promote Medallion Press 
titles. For more information and to review their  
guidelines, go to 
http://www.medallionpress.com/guidlines/index.html#po 

Ellora's Cave is currently publishing monthly themed 
short stories. Each month features a particular 
birthstone, and each story must include or make  
reference to that month's featured stone. The stories 
should be either 10,000-15,000 word 'quickies' or 
18,000-30,000 novellas. The stories should be highly  
erotic romance "the hotter, the better." Paranormal 
elements are welcome and the stories may be set in any 
time period. You can read previous month's offerings to 
get an idea of the kind of thing they're looking for. The 
remaining months' themes and deadlines are:  
October - Opal. Deadline April 1, 2007;  
November - Topaz, May 1; 
 December -- Turquoise, June 1. Details are available at  
http://www.ellorascave.com/callsforsubmissions.pdf_ 
 
********************************************** 
 
Editor, author and publishing executive Lou Aronica and 
agent Peter Miller are teaming up to form The Story 
Plant, a publishing venture that will "focus on long-term 
relationships with commercial novelists," intending to 
"develop writers over multiple books."  
The Story Plant will publish commercial fiction, beginning 
with American Quest, a contemporary romantic fantasy 
by Sienna Skyy, and Capitol Reflections, a medical 
thriller by Jonathan Javitt, MD.  
Lou Aronica previously worked at Bantam Books, where 
he created the Bantam Spectra imprint of science fiction 
and fantasy; and at Avon, where he formed the Avon 
Eos imprint. Peter Miller is president of PMS Literary and 
Film Management, Inc. in New York and also heads up 
the Millenium Lion Production Company.  
According to Mr. Miller, "When we sign a Story Plant 
title, we're specifically looking at the book's film and 
foreign potential. We think the books on this list are 
going to be successful on a number of platforms.”

Help needed! 
Heart to Heart needs a regular contributor for the contests 
page. 
If you regularly trawl the internet looking for contests for  
romance writing or other forms of fiction writing, please 
consider taking a few minutes to collate this information 
into a Word document for publication in Heart to Heart 
each month.  
Please make contact with Kate Gordon if you can help – 
kate@relishcomm.co.nz.  
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The World of Publishing, 
Industry News and Other 
Contests 

 
 

 

 

 

The Wall Street Journal recently ran an article about the 
new strategy BordersBordersBordersBorders is putting in place to stock fewer 
books -- a reduction of anywhere between 4,675 to 
9,350 titles. The reason? They have "discovered" that 
books sell better when they are shelved face out. But 
since face-out books take up more space, they have to 
reduce the number of titles stocked to accommodate 
the change. Those titles stocked face out saw an 
increase in sales of 9% after two weeks. While this new 
strategy will affect fiction less than other types of 
books, they intend to implement it with fiction as well. 
At the end of the article, they discuss the impact this 
may have on small publishing houses. It could go either 
way -- either they'll mostly stock books from larger 
publishers that have "more marketing push" or "some 
of the smaller publishers will have face-out 
opportunities" they wouldn't have had before. 

*************************************** 

Revenue at HarlequinHarlequinHarlequinHarlequin fell 2% in 2007, to C$462.7 
million ($513 million), while operating income rose 7%, 
to C$60.6 million ($67 million). Parent company Torstar 
said that all but C$1 million of the revenue decline was 
due to the strengthening of the Canadian dollar 
(Harlequin's results were converted at C$1.11 to $1).  
Harlequin’s North American retail group had the 
strongest year, with sales and earnings both up. Mid-
year price increases helped to boost sales with units 
holding even in both the series and single-title 
segments. A more profitable mix of titles, lower 
overhead resulting from Harlequin’s cost cutting 
program in 2006 plus lower promotional costs 
contributed to an increase in earnings. The direct-to-
consumer group profits rose despite a sales decline. 
The segment benefited from higher sales over the 
Internet, lower promotional spending and the positive 
impact of price increases which offset a decline in units. 
Overseas, growth in the Nordic group more than offset 
declines in the U.K., Japan and Holland.        

****************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

PenguinPenguinPenguinPenguin is committed to trying different things in the 
digital space. Penguin USA will launch a line of 
enhanced e-book classics this May, beginning with 
Pride and Prejudice. The new e-books, which will be 
compatible with all e-book devices, will feature an array 
of features, including a filmography, period book 

reviews, recipes and black-and-white illustrations. Price 
will be the same as the print edition, $8. Nine other 
Penguin classics will be released in the enhanced 
format in the fall. The classics are a “great place to 
start” to test the possibilities of the electronic format. 

**************************************** 

Tsaba House PressTsaba House PressTsaba House PressTsaba House Press, a Christian publisher of fiction and 
nonfiction titles, is considering taking legal action 
against the Romance Writers of America for refusing to 
consider one of the small California press’s authors for 
a Rita Award, which honors inspirational romances. 
According to Pam Schwagerl, Tsaba House publisher, 
Molly Noble Bull was barred from submitting her latest 
release, Sanctuary, for a Rita Award, because Tsaba 
House is not an “RWA approved” publisher. RWA 
subsequently told Schwagerl that the organization 
considers Tsaba House to be a subsidy or vanity press, 
because its boilerplate contract contains such clauses 
as charging authors if manuscripts have to be retyped 
or if the press considers it necessary to add frontmatter 
and backmatter to the manuscript that the author 
didn’t provide. 

**************************************** 

BordersBordersBordersBorders' attempt to sell its Australian and New Zealand 
stores has hit a roadblock when Angus & Robertson 
Whitcoulls ended negotiations after failing to agree to 
terms on the sale. The stumbling block appears to be 
Borders' desire to maintain a stake in the operation, 
while A&RW prefers to acquire total control of the 
chain. The end of talks came as something of a surprise 
since what was once considered the major obstacle to 
A&RW's purchase—the approval of the Australian 
government—came earlier this year.  
**************************************** 

Continuing to aggressively expand its African American 
publishing program, Kensington PubKensington PubKensington PubKensington Publishinglishinglishinglishing will launch a 
new imprint focused on inspirational books that will be 
called Souls of My Sisters, a program based on a 
bestselling title of the same name by Dawn Marie 
Daniels and Candace Sandy. Originally published by 
Kensington's African American-oriented Dafina imprint 
in 2000, Souls of My Sisters: Black Women Break Their 
Silence, Tell Their Stories and Heal Their Spirits, is now 
in its 15th printing and has sold more than 200,000 
copies. 

 

Sources include Publishers Weekly, Publishers Marketplace, 
Cindi Myers Market Newsletter and RWA e-notes. 
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RWNZ Contest News 
 

For all contest queries, please contact Ellie Huse, RWNZ Principal 
Contests Coordinator - elliehuse@yahoo.com 

 

2008 Contest Schedule 2008 Contest Schedule 2008 Contest Schedule 2008 Contest Schedule     
 
Great Beginnings ContestGreat Beginnings ContestGreat Beginnings ContestGreat Beginnings Contest    

" RWNZ, in association with Harlequin Mills & Boon, presents the 2008 Great Beginnings 
Contest 

" NB: This is not a first chapter contest, so your first 25 pages may include more than one 
chapter 

" Final judge: Kimberley Young, Senior Editor, Mills& Boon, London 
" Contest open only to category entries targeted at any one of the Harlequin, Silhouette or 

Mills & Boon lines 
" Entries must be postmarked by 24 April 2008  
" Contact contest coordinator Ellie Huse at elliehuse@yahoo.com for an entry form 

 

Meet the EditorMeet the EditorMeet the EditorMeet the Editor Contest Contest Contest Contest 2008 2008 2008 2008    
" The entry form is enclosed with this issue of Heart to Heart 
" Entries include the first five pages of your unpublished manuscript 
" Manuscripts that have achieved a top-three placing in previous Meet the Editor/Agent 

contest are excluded 
" Open to published and unpublished fully paid-up members of RWNZ 
" Up to TWO entries per author  
" Final judge: Cindy Hwang, executive editor, Berkley Publishing 
" All finalists have the opportunity to meet Cindy at conference 
" Contest coordinator: Ellie Huse at elliehuse@yahoo.com 
" Deadline: entries must be postmarked by 23 May 2008 

 
 
Strictly Single ContestStrictly Single ContestStrictly Single ContestStrictly Single Contest    

" Entries close 26 September 2008 
" Details to follow 

 
 

 Second Chance Contest 2008 Second Chance Contest 2008 Second Chance Contest 2008 Second Chance Contest 2008 ---- Finalists Finalists Finalists Finalists 
 Congratulations to ...Congratulations to ...Congratulations to ...Congratulations to ... 

Sharon Arkell 
Kate Buchanan 

Vivienne Constable 
Melissa Smith 
Alison Withers 
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April new releases 
 

Harlequin Mills & Boon 
SEXY 
THE SHEIKH’S CONVENIENT VIRGIN 
Trish Morey 
The Sheikh’s reluctant Queen 
Sheikh Tajik al Zayed bin Aman needs a convenient bride, and custom demands that she must be pure—so when he 
first sees Morgan Fielding, with her buttoned-up appearance, a plan begins to formulate in his mind…  
Morgan Fielding cannot understand why Tajik is pursuing her; such a virile man can surely take any woman he desires. 
But once she arrives in his country he announces he will take her as his wife and bedding her is only the beginning.   
 
HIS MAJESTY’S MISTRESS 
Robyn Donald 
At the playboy Prince’s beck and call!  
On the idyllic Pacific island of Fala’isi, innocent Giselle Foster is swept off her feet and into the bed of a gorgeous 
stranger. But soon Giselle discovers she has become the latest trophy of the renowned playboy Prince Roman Magnati.  
Giselle knows she can never be a part of Roman’s royal world, and decides to end their affair. But Roman isn’t used to 
taking no for an answer; Giselle’s refusal to succumb to his expert seduction makes him all the more determined to 
claim his virgin mistress.   
 

SEXY SENSATION 
BUSINESS IN THE BEDROOM  
Anne Oliver 
In bed with a brooding businessman… 
Abby Seymour’s just arrived on the Gold Coast to start a new business. Only she’s been 
swindled—the house she rented over the internet isn’t available. Left with no cash, she needs 
help.  
Abby intrigues sexy businessman Zak Forrester and he comes to the rescue, offering 
business premises and a roof over her head. Living together, it’ll be hard to resist the intense 
chemistry sizzling between them. But Zak knows they both can’t get involved with each other 
because once Abby discovers his secret, they’ll both get burned.  
 
MISTRESS UNDER CONTRACT 
Natalie Anderson  
He’s her boss—and she’ll be his mistress 
When high-flying Daniel Graydon hires Lucy Delaney as a temporary bar manager, he doesn’t expect much from her. 
Lucy is the complete opposite of him—flighty, carefree and fun-loving. He certainly can’t work out why on earth he’s so 
attracted to her!  
The only thing Lucy and Daniel have in common is their reluctance to have a committed relationship. When one 
steamy night together is no way enough, Lucy is given a short-term contract in Daniel’s bed... only for Lucy to find 
she’s falling for the one man she can’t have.  
 

SWEET 
A ROYAL MARRIAGE OF CONVENIENCE 
Marion Lennox 
Their royal wedding arrangement… 
Nikolai de Montez, an international lawyer, has just discovered he’s the estranged heir to the throne of Alp de Montez. 
To rightfully rule, he must marry Rose.   
Rose McCray is an ordinary country vet, but her royal blood line makes her Nikolai’s bride of choice—and Rose knows 
it’s her duty to accept. The wedding ceremony is sumptuous, but when the formalities are over it’s time for the prince 
and princess of Al de Montez to get to know one another as man and wife.  
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April new releases 
 

Harlequin Mills & Boon cont. 
MEDICAL 
THE ITALIAN SURGEON CLAIMS HIS BRIDE  
Alison Roberts  
A mother for the Italian’s baby 

Just knocking at the door of the luxurious house of esteemed Italian surgeon Paolo Romano, Jenna Freeman knows 
she’s out of her depth. But his beautiful toddler Ella needs a nanny, and Nurse Jenna desperately needs the job. 

The chemistry between Jenna and charming Paolo is undeniable from the moment they meet. Jenna resolves to keep 
her relationship with Paolo strictly professional— focusing on caring for his beautiful baby girl. But if Paolo gets his way 
it will only be a matter of time before Jenna gives in to the Italian’s desires…  

 
DESERT DOCTOR, SECRET SHEIKH  
Meredith Webber  
The desert prince’s bride 

Dr Jenny Stapleton has devoted herself to those in need around the globe, risking her life but never her heart—she’s 
done that before and lost it, along with her husband and her unborn child. In Zaheer she meets Dr Kam Rahman who 
is actually a sheikh! 

Sheikh Kamid Rahman al’Kawali is heir to the throne of Zaheer! By travelling anonymously he can better address his 
country’s needs, and he is struck by Jen’s passion for his people—and the passion she arouses in him. He is soon to 
ascend the throne, and knows he wants this desert doctor as his queen! 

 
A WEDDING IN WARRAGURRA 
Fiona Lowe 
The single father’s Outback bride 

Single father Dr Baden Tremont moved to the Outback for a fresh start, and is focussing on raising his young daughter 
and his job as a flying Doctor.  

But working with new flight Nurse Kate Lawson, Baden realises that there’s more to life than his work. They have both 
loved and lost in the past, and it will take courage now if they are to be a family together. Baden decides that he’s 
going to make that happen. Somehow, some way, he’s going to make Kate his Outback bride…  

 
ULTIMATE COLLECTION 
OUTBACK FIRE 
Margaret Way 
Storm McFarlane had declared open war on Luke Branagan, her father’s adopted son. Luke was the one being 
groomed to handle the family’s cattle empire and this had driven Storm away to a new life in the city. So when Luke 
insisted she visit her ailing father, she agreed to go… only to discover that her feelings for him had changed.  
 
SECRETS OF THE OUTBACK 
Margaret Way  
Jewel Bishop grew up in the Outback, and she feels defined by it. Then she makes a devastating discovery—she’s not 
who she thought she was. There are secrets in her past, and they affect her present life. And someone suspects she’s 
out for vengeance. Perhaps even justice for the father who was betrayed. Jewel doesn’t know if she’s the deceiver or 
deceived…  
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April new releases 
 

Harlequin Mills & BoonHarlequin Mills & BoonHarlequin Mills & BoonHarlequin Mills & Boon    cont.cont.cont.cont.    
SUPERROMANCE DUOS 
THE DIAPER DIARIES 
Abby Gaines  
In truth, philanthropist singleton Tyler Warrington doesn’t do empathy—he writes 
cheques. Giving away millions to people in need is all part of a plan to get into a 
big-shot government job. So when a baby is left at his doorstep, it’s the PR 
opportunity of a lifetime! One problem: who’s going to take care of the diapers and 
drool until Tyler can track down the mother?   
 

DESIRE SINGLES 
MISTRESS & A MILLION DOLLARS 
Maxine Sullivan  
“I’ll be your mistress—for a million dollars.” 

For years, model Briana Davenport fought temptation—in the form of a six-foot, blue-eyed seducer. Jarrod Hammond 
was her employer’s sworn enemy and, as such, off-limits to her… and her bed. 

Then her father needed a cool million to bail himself out of trouble, and Briana had no choice but to turn to the 
Australian businessman. But after one mind-blowing night as his millionaire mistress, how could Briana ever walk 
away?  

 
FOR BLACKMAIL… OR PLEASURE 
Robyn Grady  
A ruthless man  

Multimillionaire Tate Bridges wouldn’t let anything threaten what was his, whether 
it was his sprawling Australian media empire or his deeply troubled family. And he 
would do whatever it took to protect his own—even blackmailing the only woman 
he’d ever loved.  

He needed Donna Wilks’s help to desperately, and he wasn’t above using her own 
troubles to get it. But the more ruthlessly Tate pressured her, the more he felt the 
stirrings of unforgotten passion. Until he no longer know if what he wanted from 
Donna was business or pleasure…  

    
And coming soon from Wild Rose PressWild Rose PressWild Rose PressWild Rose Press    

A PLACE OF HEALING 
By Jean Adams  
Can Holly's troubled soul find peace? Can she find her “healing place” in Adam's arms?  

Holly Spicer has vengeance on her mind. She wants to get the men who murdered her 
partner and she'll see it through even if it kills her. She travels to a secluded beach to calm 
her mind and plan her revenge. 

Adam Benedict, sexy psychologist turned movie star, is determined to stop her. He must call 
on all his old training to keep the courageous cop alive. 

But nothing— not even Adam's love can stop her. 

[Exact publication date to be confirmed] 
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RWNZ news around the regions 
Regional convenor contacts 
AUCKLAND – Frances Housden 
email: fhousden@xtra.co.nz 
CHRISTCHURCH – Sue Knight 
email: sueknight@ihug.co.nz 
MANAWATU – Joanne Cleland 
email: d.j.cleland@xtra.co.nz 
HAWKE’S BAY – Ginny Suckling 
email: ginny.suckling@xtra.co.nz  
NELSON – Cherie Skinner & Sally 
Astridge  
email: bruceastridge@aol.com or 
cheriesk@hotmail.com 
WAIKATO, BAY OF PLENTY & KING 
COUNTRY – Liz Heywood  
email: liz.heywood@gmail.com 
phone:(09) 2351404 
WELLINGTON – Ellie Huse 
email: elliehuse@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

Don’t see your region listed 
here? If you’re interested in 
helping to start a local RWNZ 
group in your area, please 
contact RWNZ president Pat 
Snellgrove via email 
rwnzpresident@xtra.co.nz or 
our membership secretary 
Rachel Collins on 
rachel_collins@xtra.co.nz 

AUCKLAND 
March's meeting was cancelled because of a rock concert in the park next door 
to our venue so for April, the speakers are still, Jane, Norah and Yvonne letting 
us in on the Secrets of their Selling Success. So come join us at the Three Kings 
Tennis Pavilion on Saturday 4 April. 
Address: corner of Mt Albert and Mt Eden Roads. 
Time: 12.30pm. Bring a small plate for lunch and expect to be excited by the 
raffle prizes.  
 
WAIKATO, BAY OF PLENTY & KING COUNTRY 
Contact Liz Heywood on liz.heywood@gmail.com regarding plans for the April 
meeting. 
 
HAWKE’S BAY 
Contact Ginny Suckling on ginny.suckling@xtra.co.nz regarding plans for the 
April meeting. 
 
WELLINGTON 
As usual, the Wellington area group had another enjoyable meeting at  
Ellie's. Gracie managed to join us again, despite her travels, and new  
member Mary also attended. We have three entries in the Clendon this  
year (if we count Kendra, and we do because she wrote it here before she  
moved to Oz!) Three of us entered the HM&B 'Instant Seduction'  
Contest. Bronwen read out some of Kris's entry. Kris read out some of  
Bronwen's. And then Diana dropped the lovely little bombshell that the  
Sexy partial she despatched last year has brought a request for a full. 
Our next meeting is at 135 Milne Drive, Paraparaumu, at 1 o'clock on  
Saturday April 5th. 
 
NELSON 
Searching, snipping and sticking was the order of the day for our last meeting. 
Inspired by author Anne Gracie's website, we 'visually brainstormed' individual 
story collage boards as a kick-start to our writing projects for the year. With the 
help of a variety of magazines, glossy travel catalogues and even junk mail 
brochures we produced a diversity of very creative art montages, which we 
then discussed. For our members who were unable to attend, we may offer this 
workshop again as it was fun and very worthwhile. 
Next meeting will be on Saturday, 12 April at 2pm.  Address: 10 Mana Heights, 
Marybank. 
 
CHRISTCHURCH 
Two new members joined us last month for a lively critique session at Memories 
Café.  It was a buzz – caffeine, sugar and writing friends.  
Two “how to” books were recommended by members: Write Away by Elizabeth 
George 808.3 GEO and How I Write by Janet Evanovich 808.3 EVA. 
For our March meeting we will have trialled a new Weekend Workshop format 
and our April meeting will be back at Memories Café on Thursday 17th at 
7.30pm. Please contact Sue at sueknight@ihug.co.nz for information. 
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The Naked Writer 
Baring all in the world of romance and writing 

 
Starting off on a sad note… Ruth Stafford Peale passed away 
on 6 February at her New York home. She was the wife of Dr 
Norman Vincent Peale, the Granddaddy of positive thinking 
and author of The Power of Positive Thinking. Mrs Peale was 
102 years old and way back in 1956, she’d been instrumental 
in launching the inspirational magazine, Guideposts. She was 
honoured with numerous awards in her lifetime including, in 
1963, the New York State Mother of the Year Award and as 
recently as 2000, at the age of 94, Woman of the Year from 
the American Association of University Women. She was a 
smart cookie – a graduate of New York’s Sryacuse University 
who she taught high school maths before motherhood. As for 
Guideposts, it is fair blasting along with a paid circulation of 
2.5 million. Check it out at www.guideposts.com  Incidentally, 
Dr Peale died in 1993 at the age of 95.  
 
Now, here’s just a lovely story about what can happen when 
you’re a famous writer - you’ll love this if you’ve got kids who 
are fans of Miley Cyrus AKA Hannah Montana. If there’s a 
superstar in inspirational fiction it would have to be Karen 
Kingsbury. I see her books flying in and out of the library all 
the time, and felt compelled to investigate, especially when I 
noticed she has a previously-released book coming out from 
Avon. Ms Kingsbury has written over 30 books, has sales over 
the ten million copies mark, and in the past year has sold two 
million copies alone - a sure sign Christian fiction is doing 
pretty well. She has a degree in journalism, and was a sports 
writer for the LA Times before she went on to write front page 
stories.  Her first book was non-fiction, based on a murder 
story she covered in Los Angeles and she switched to 
inspirational fiction in 1998. Her latest title, incidentally, hit 
number eight on the New York Times list.  From her blog on 
her website www.karenkingsbury.com she tells the following 
story. Her son wanted to see the Miley Cyrus concert for his 
birthday, and so Karen managed to get tickets AND back 
stage passes. She’d warned her kids they’d probably get only a 
few seconds to meet with Miley, as they stood in the ‘meet 
and greet’ line. But then it got interesting. Ms Kingsbury 
writes:  “Finally it was our turn. I went first, since I brought her 
a copy of my novel, Ever After. I introduced myself and barely 
finished saying my last name when she gasped and slid her 
chair back. “What? Are you serious? I can’t believe it! You’re 
my favorite author!”  Karen said, “My kids are behind me with 
their jaws on the ground. Hours earlier they’d seen me burn 
the pumpkin seeds for the fifth straight October, and to them 
I was, at best, a mom who meant well but couldn’t really seem 
to cook without setting off the smoke alarm. And here was 
Hannah Montana saying, “Someone get my mom . . . get my 
sister! They won’t believe it! Karen Kingsbury’s here!”  When 
the ‘meet and greet’ was over, Karen talked with Miley, her 
mother, and her sister, Brandi, who also plays in the band. 
They were all fans, and Miley’s mother, Tish, and sister Brandi  

 
had read every one of her books. They exchanged contact 
details and they plan to meet up again. Wow. How good is 
that story!! I have to say, we watch a lot of Hannah Montana, 
and, fortunately for everyone else in the household, I tend to 
sing a lot of Hannah Montana too. It will come as a nice 
surprise for you all to realise that The Naked Writer is not only 
extraordinarily gifted in the writing category but also has 
exceptional musical ability. In fact, I am the only one in the 
entire Nake household who has this wondrous gift. Granted, I 
can’t sing in tune, and I don’t know all the words to the 
Hannah Montana songs, but I have also been given the gift of 
making up words when I need to, a gift I feel compelled to 
share with my loved ones at every available moment.  
 
One of my “things” when I write a book, is the house. There is 
always a house, quite a nice one, and with nice furniture, and 
they’re always tidier than mine too, have no dry rot or mould 
(unless it’s a rags-to-riches story), and have gardens with 
vegetables growing in them. However, I’m rather clueless 
about architecture, beyond villas and California bungalows 
and Keith Hay Homes. But many’s the time I’ve read some 
American book where there’s been a Victorian or a Cape Cod 
or a Southwestern and I have no idea what they are. Well, no 
more. Nakettes, I have made a discovery that will impact 
profoundly on the houses in my books and lead to my first 
sale, I am convinced. It is part of the website for the American 
magazine, Better Homes and Gardens, www.homeplans.bhg. 
com. Go there and be dazzled. They have hundreds of house 
plans, so you can look at pictures of houses, you can print out 
a colour picture of one to stick in your collage. You get a 
description of the house style, information like, “The arts and 
craft style home includes a guest/in law suite near the kitchen. 
Vaulted ceilings are in the great room…” I don’t know what 
vaulted ceilings are but I have figured out from the floor plans 
that “great rooms” are lounges or something. You can even 
print out the floor plan, so you can picture where all the 
romantic coupling takes place between your couple. That is, 
your (oh, shall we say for argument’s sake, Gerard Butler look-
alike) hero and your (golly gosh, say, someone who looks like 
the Naked Writer) heroine.  You can see how many square 
feet there are in the house so that when Gerard has to buy the 
house off Nake, who inherited it from her great granddaddy 
but desperately needs money to pay the crippling medical bills 
for her mysteriously ill little brother, you can write, “the house 
was  3000 square foot.” And stuff like that.  
      And finally, the Romantic Times people have added a, shall 
we say “timely”, new workshop to their upcoming conference 
in Pittsburgh. “How To Use Historical Facts Without Crossing 
the Line Into Plagiarism.” It will feature Bertrice Small, 
Roberta Gellis and Jennifer Blake, a workshop where “...a trio 
of romance’s most beloved authors will discuss how to use 
historical facts in your novels without getting into trouble.”  

 

 


