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C Is the setting just window dressing? 
 
 
 

 
Maxine, it doesn’t seem that long ago that you 
were striving to become published, and now 
you’ve had multiple books released! Tell us about 
your journey to publication. 
Quite a few of the RWNZ members know my story 
already but for the benefit of those who don’t… I 
decided to enter the eHarlequin logline contest for 
Silhouette Desire, where I submitted a couple of 
sentences about my story and won the chance with 9 
others to do an online pitch to the senior editor of 
Desire at the time, Melissa Jeglinski. I did the online 
pitch to Melissa on January 9th 2006, she asked a 
couple of questions about the manuscript and said to 
send her the full, which I did on January 16th. Not 
quite two weeks later I was sitting down having my 
first cup of coffee, reading through the writing 

digests, when I received an email from my agent saying to please call her. I 
froze. I told my husband and he said to get on the phone. I said I couldn't and 
that it was probably a rejection anyway. Talk about fear of success! 
I bit the bullet and picked up the phone. My agent said she had some good news 
for me - that Melissa had called her and that she loved my manuscript and 
wanted to buy it. I was stunned, then I said I had to tell my husband. I threw 
open the study door to tell him but he was already waiting on the other side and 
had heard me talking. So we were laughing and talking and I was saying I 
couldn't believe it. I'm not one to scream and shout but you can bet I was happy, 
if not a little numb. 
Then my agent and I got down to the details of the sale. I had some minor 
revisions to do first, but thankfully the senior editor was interested in a second 
manuscript, and also in a third one that I hadn’t completed at the time. Those 
three manuscripts ended up being the “Australian Millionaires” miniseries.  
 
Was it worth all those years of waiting for “the call”? 
Oh yes! I can say that now, especially with eleven Desires published since then 
and I’m contracted for another four. ☺ 
Contd page 4  
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ROMANCE WRITERS OF NEW ZEALAND, INC.  

 
 
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is 
less than a month away, and harder 
yet to believe this is our last 
newsletter! For the past 2.5 years, 
we have enjoyed putting Heart to 
Heart together, although it would be 
misleading to say it hasn’t been a 
whole heap of hard work! But it feels 
great making a contribution to our 
wonderful organisation, so if you’ve 
ever thought of volunteering it is 
sure worth it.  
 2010 has been an exciting 
year for many RWNZ members, and 
this issue is all about celebrating our 
successes and looking ahead to the 
future. We have three inspiring call 
stories by authors who have worked 
for years to secure their dream of 
being published, as well as a full 
length interview by Maxine Sullivan 
and new author Bronwen Evans. We 
also have goals from many of our 
members on what they hope to 
achieve in 2011.  
 The next issue of H2H will be 
delivered to you by our new team of 
editors in early 2011. If you have any 
queries regarding the newsletter 
from now on, please touch base with 
either Gracie, Bronwen or Rachel – 
their details are now printed on the 
inside front cover.  
 Have a wonderful Christmas 
& New Year, and may 2011 be a 
successful writing year for each and 
every one of you.  
 
Until next time.  
Soraya & Suzanne  
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Heart to Heart (H2H) is the 
official publication of Romance 
Writers of New Zealand 
(RWNZ) and is published 
eleven times a year. 

No part may be reproduced or 
used for profit by RWNZ or 
others without prior 
permission from the editor. 
The views expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily 
the views of RWNZ, its 
executive, or its editor. While 
every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy, no responsibility will 
be taken by RWNZ or the 
editor for inaccurate 
information. 

To subscribe to the RWNZ 
online loop, which is dedicated 
to the support of its writers by 
and for members, send a 
blank email to NZromance-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
or contact 
gstanners@xtra.co.nz for 

information about the loop. 

 

EDITORS’ DESKEDITORS’ DESKEDITORS’ DESKEDITORS’ DESK    

RWNZ & RWAustralia Critique Partner Scheme 
 

To join RWNZ’s critique partner register, run jointly with RWAustralia, go to 
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/members/critique-partner-register.php. Fill out the 
online application form and send to applycritpartners@romanceaustralia.com. 
Alternatively, email applycritpartners@romanceaustralia.com and ask for an 
application form. 
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This month’s column focuses on the feedback received in our recent surveys of RWNZ members and 
conference attendees about our 2010 conference and your conference preferences generally. We ran three 
surveys: Friday-only attendees, weekend attendees and non-attendees. For the first time, we used the 
Zoomerang online survey service, which proved very cost-effective—although it’s “free” to do the survey 
manually ourselves, in too many years our volunteers run out of time to collate the feedback and we end up 
with nothing to go on. 
 This year, we have a ton of information, all neatly collated by Zoomerang. There’s too much to share 
here, but I want to present some of the highlights, and in particular the answers to some of the questions 
that come up most often in discussions of conference. 
 
Workshop Ratings 
RWNZ spent a considerable amount of money bringing Chris Vogler to New Zealand, and this resulted in a 
great deal of work for the conference committee—we had to promote the heck out of it to attract sufficient 
delegates to cover our costs, and the increased number of delegates put pressure on volunteers throughout 
the process, including registration, goody bags, etc. 
 We asked delegates to rate the Vogler workshop on several aspects. Of the whole conference 
attendees, all of whom were RWNZ members, 95% awarded a 5 or 6 (the two highest scores) for style and 
content. Of the Friday-only attendees, which include a substantial number of non-RWNZ members, 77% 
rated Vogler a 5 or 6 on workshop style and content. These people answered additional questions about 
Vogler, with 82% awarding a 5 or 6 for “usefulness to you as a writer” and 77% giving a 5 or 6 for “value for 
money”.  
 Delegates rated each of the weekend talks and workshops. That’s far too many ratings to go into 
here, but suffice to say the standard of talks was overall very high and we will use this information in our 
future conference planning. 
 
Rydges Hotel 
This was the first year RWNZ had used Rydges, so we were keen to have feedback on the venue. Most 
delegates rated the food served during the conference a 5 or a 6 (again, the two top marks), although there 
were comments about insufficient food at morning and afternoon tea. However, satisfaction was lower with 
the cocktail party food.  The Saturday night Awards Dinner received very high approval ratings for both food 
and overall event. The Harlequin lunch on Sunday also scored very well. 
 As we expected, the main conference room rated poorly for usability and enjoyment—those pillars!—
with only 23% scoring it highly, and 43% rating it only a 1 or 2. This was a disappointment to the committee 
 

 as well, as the room clearly 
wasn’t able to accommodate 
our kind of numbers.  Breakout 
rooms rated a bit better, 39% 
rating them highly and 21% 
giving low ratings, but this is 
definitely lower than we would 
like.  The Hobson Room used 
for the Awards dinner received 
very high approval ratings. 

78% of respondents 
stayed overnight in the hotel. 
The accommodation aspects 
rated well, with high approval 
levels of around 70% for the 
standard of rooms, hotel 
service, and value for money.  
Approval was lower for 
breakfast and other non-

PRESIDENT PRESIDENT PRESIDENT PRESIDENT ABBYABBYABBYABBY    

Figure 1. Views of people who attended the weekend conference 
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conference restaurant meals, among the delegates who used those services. 
 

Future Venues 
We asked whether you prefer to have our conference at Waipuna Hotel in Mt Wellington, or in the City. This 
is one of the issues people were most vocal about in conversation—either they love Waipuna or they love 
the city—so I viewed the results of this question with trepidation. I was afraid we would find that, whatever 
choice we made, half our members would be unhappy. As it turns out, while there are some people who 
have a strong preference (which, by the way, goes 50-50 in favor of the city or Waipuna), a large chunk of 
people don’t find either way. 18% of the Friday-only attendees said they would not have attended if the 
workshop had been held in Mt Wellington. See the charts below for a breakdown of preferences. 
 

Figure 2. Views of people who did not attend the 2010 conference 
 
43% of delegates (and 48% of non-attendees) said it was very important to them that RWNZ choose a 
venue with the lowest room rate (all other things being equal). 23% ranked this as unimportant (an 18% of 
non-attendees).  

We asked how willing you’d be to attend a conference out of Auckland. The results are in the charts 
below, for this year’s delegates and for people who didn’t come to conference this year. 

 
Figure 3. Conference attendees 
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Figure 4: Non-attendees 
 
Next, we asked what kinds of workshops you prefer at conference Craft of writing and industry professionals 
(editors and agents) were hands-down winners here. Career development was next (among non-attendees 
this rated as highly as craft and industry professionals), with specific romance genres and inspiration / 
motivation also scoring well. Around half of you are strongly in favour of non-writing workshops (e.g. police, 
swords, etc), while creativity and legal/tax enjoyed the least favour. 
 
The Clendon Award is Now Open for Entries!! 
I’m delighted to announce that the 2011 Clendon Award contest is now open for entries. Once again, 
Barbara and Peter Clendon of specialist romance bookstore Barbara’s Books have committed their time, 
resources and readers to the award. It’s worth reminding you that the Clendon Award is unique in the world 
– the only contest we know of where every entrant’s full manuscript is judged by romance readers. Every 
entrant receives comprehensive feedback from the first-round judges and each year, the finalist manuscripts 
(six of them in 2010) are sent to an editor at Harlequin in New York for judging. Both category romance 
(Harlequin Mills & Boon) and single title romances are welcome in the contest. So many Clendon winners 
and finalists have gone on to be published (including yours truly!), there’s no doubt this contest at the bare 
minimum predicts who’s going to sell soon (finalist Soraya Nicholas sold to Mills & Boon right after the prize 
giving this year!), and in many cases it has advanced careers. I highly recommend this contest!  

This year, we’re trying something new with the Clendon Award... To assist us in preparing for the 
flood of entries, it would really help us if you can let the coordinator Shirley Megget know if you plan to enter. 
Just drop her an email at shirley.megget@gmail.com by December 5. It’s not compulsory to let Shirley 
know, it’s not a definite commitment on your part to entering the contest, and you don’t have to send your 
manuscript until the closing date of February 25, but it would help us with our planning. Your Clendon Award 
entry form is enclosed with this issue of Heart to Heart. Good luck, and good writing! 

 
Newsletter farewell 
This is the last issue of Heart to Heart to be edited by our stalwart team of Soraya and Suzanne. I’d like to 
thank them both for their service to RWNZ over the past couple of years. It’s a big job and an important one, 
as the newsletter is the one service from which all members benefit. You’ve done a great job, ladies! 
 Thankfully, Soraya and Suzanne are handing over to an impressive new team: Gracie, Bronwen and 
Rachel. We’re very grateful to this trio for stepping up to the plate, and can’t wait to see where the 
newsletter goes under your direction. 
 
Wishing all RWNZers a happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year. See you all in 2011! 
 
Abby Gaines 
President, RWNZ 
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Continued from page 1 
 
Please share a little of that feeling of being 
published for the first time.   
It took me over six months to stop pinching myself 
every so often. Whilst driving to work, or lying in bed at 
night, it would hit me that an editor loved my 
manuscript and that it would soon be a book. Of 
course, during all this time there’s a ton of things you 
have to do to help turn your manuscript into a real live 
book. There’s line edits then galleys, and input on 
cover art, and a reader letter for inside the front cover. 
And don’t forget a dedication. It’s fascinating stuff.  
 
Before you were published, what kept you going 
when things got difficult and your dream seemed 
out of reach?  
 It felt out of reach many times, more so after a 
rejection, but I had stories to tell and I wanted others to 
enjoy my stories. I’ve enjoyed and loved many authors’ 
books, and it was the thought of seeing my story in a 
book like those beloved authors that gave me the 
incentive to keep pushing on, even at the darkest 
times.  
 
You have had many related books released, often 
as part of a series. Do you like writing connected 
books? And do you suggest the connection or 
does your editor? 
Our readers love connected books, and what our 
readers love so do the editors. ☺ As a reader 
myself, I love connected books. I always try to 
introduce a secondary character in a story in 
case I want to make it into a series later on. 
“High-Society Seduction” which will be out 
Down Under in December, is the story of the 
second brother in the Roth family series, 
following on from “High-Society Secret Baby” 
which hit the USA TODAY Bestseller List. 
There were only two brothers in the Roth 
family, but there’s a cousin, Logan Roth, whose story 
needs to be told…  
 
Do you have a regular writing schedule?  
I’ve only just given up a twenty-two year career in a 
government job to concentrate on my writing, so I’m 
still trying to unwind from that and get into a routine. In 
2009, I took a year off to write but I wasn’t ready to do 
it fulltime. Now I am and I’m very excited about it. I 
imagine I will do the bulk of my writing Monday to 
Friday, with evenings and weekends off or to do 
writing-related activities. I already set aside quality time 
with my husband a couple of nights a week and we 
watch movies and go for walks, but now we can spend 
more time together. That’s probably going to take more 
getting used to than a writing routine! 
 
Are you a pantser or a plotter? 
I’m definitely a ‘plotter’. I don’t write by the seat of my 
pants. After I decide on a storyline and what my 
characters goals and motivations are, I write out a 

detailed outline of how I see each chapter unfolding. 
It’s usually only a sentence or two about each chapter 
but I need to know where I’m going with the story 
before I can write it. And that helps a great deal when 
editors want detailed outlines before going to contract 
on the next book. Sometimes it changes a little during 
the writing process but usually I keep to it as much as 
possible. 
 
You write sexy-style stories for Harlequin Desire. 
Was this always your target market? 
Since the early 1980s I had been aiming at M&B in 
London, but if that manuscript was rejected I’d then try 
the American markets. Somewhere along the line, I 
started taking records of my submissions and my 
records show that I had been sending manuscripts to 
Desire since 1993. By the way, one of those 
manuscripts was rejected by a new editor at Desire 
back then, Melissa Jeglinski. If only I’d known that 
many years later the same editor would buy my book 
and become my very own editor! 
 
What advice do you have for unpublished authors? 
Know your strengths, improve your weaknesses, and 
write as much as you can so that if that pinch of Lady 
Luck does shine down, you’ll be ready. The sure way 
to not getting published is to give up. So learn all you 
can to write the best you can, then listen to your gut 

instinct. And make sure you reach for the stars! 
 
And finally, what are your writing goals for 
2011? What are you currently working on? 
I’ve just sent a manuscript to my editor 
scheduled to be published in May 2011. It’s 
another book in the popular Billionaires & 
Babies series. This is my third book for that 
series, though the three books are not 
connected. And now I have a trilogy to write set 

on a tropical island off the Queensland coast. So that’s 
going to keep me busy for some time to come. 
 
Thanks Maxine! 
Maxine Sullivan is a multi-published author for 
Harlequin Desire. Her most recent US release, 
Taming Her Billionaire Boss, reached the #1 spot 
on the Borders Bestseller List for two weeks in a 
row in October, and Maxine has also had two 
books hit the USA Today Bestseller List. You can 
visit Maxine online www.maxinesullivan.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December – New Members 
 

Tracey Alvrez, Wellington 
 

Angela Bissell, Wellington 
 

Linda Dawley, Waiuku 
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Congratulations to Diana Holmes, who placed first and third, to Sandii Manning, who placed second, 
and to finalists Leah Clapton, Judith Nolan, Rebecca Skrabl and Suzanne Webb. 
 
The 2010 HMB Great Beginnings Contest attracted 54 entries, more than half of which were aimed at the 
Harlequin Romance or Presents/Sexy and Sexy Sensation lines. Ignoring a few glitches caused by the .rtf 
format, entries were generally well presented and showed an improved standard of proof-reading compared 
with many recent contests☺.   
A compelling setup combined with excellent characterisation and clear conflict featured strongly in the 
highest-scoring entries, both in the manuscript and in the synopsis. Many entries, however, lost marks for a 
failure to show an emerging internal conflict and sufficient motivation for characters’ actions and reactions. 
While your hero and heroine need flaws to make them believable, take care not to make them unlikeable. A 
lack of attraction between the h/h was also a problem in some entries.  
 
Other points of concern for judges, and which are common to most contests, are summarised below: 

• Drawn-out beginnings, excessive backstory, over-description, too much narrative/introspection: they 
all slow the pace of your story. 

• Point of view: make it clear and don’t head-hop. 
• Secondary characters: don’t allow them to take the focus off your hero and heroine. 
• Dialogue: unnatural or stilted dialogue was noted by several judges. Keep dialogue true to the era in 

which you’re writing and to the age and personality of your characters. Ensure dialogue moves the 
story forward and avoid writing too many pages without it. 

• Setting: readers like to know where your story is set. 
• Conflict: what’s at stake for your hero and heroine and why is it important to them?  
• The emotional journey, not the plot, should drive the story. 
 

The Synopsis 
Unclear, or a lack of, internal conflict was a weak point in many synopses. It is essential to show the 
emotional journey of your main characters, what motivates them, and the obstacles that are keeping them 
apart. Judges wanted to know HOW the hero and heroine fell in love, not simply that they did. Strive for 
clarity, cut out irrelevant details and limit the use of names other than those of the two main characters. If 
your manuscript is unfinished, make sure your plot has enough depth for a full-length novel.  It is pointless, 
and a waste of valuable space, to pose questions in your synopsis—especially if you don’t answer them! It’s 
your job to tie up all loose ends and show how your hero and heroine achieve their happy-ever-after! 
 
Huge thanks to all the judges for giving so much of your time to the judging of this year’s contest. 
 
Breakdown of entries: 
 
Harlequin Romance/Sweet  13 
Presents/Sexy    13 
Sexy Sensation/Modern Heat   7 
Historical     7 
Superromance    3 
Intrigue     3 
Romantic Suspense     2 
Special Edition    2 
Desire      2 
Medical     1 
Blaze      1 
 
 
Ellie Huse 
Contest Manager 
 

GREAT BEGINNINGS CONTEST REPORTGREAT BEGINNINGS CONTEST REPORTGREAT BEGINNINGS CONTEST REPORTGREAT BEGINNINGS CONTEST REPORT    

RWNZ CONTEST SCHEDULE 2011 
 

CHAPTER SHORT STORY CONTEST 
Closes Friday, 25 March 2011 

Final judge: Julie Redlich, Fiction Editor, Woman’s Day 
(Entry information is available on the website.) 

 
HMB GREAT BEGINNINGS CONTEST 

Closes Friday, 15 April 2011 
Final judge: (An HMB editor) 

(Entry information will be available on the website soon) 
 

STRICTLY SINGLE CONTEST 
Closes Friday, 23 September 2011 

(Entry information will be available on the website early in the 
New Year) 
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Nothing beats a good call story, so we’re celebrating 2010 with a bunch of them! 
 

Soraya Lane 
 

At the end of August this year, I received “the call” from my now editor 
Carly Corcoran at Harlequin Mills & Boon, and to be honest I’m still 
wondering if it really happened. I mean, I know it did, but after so many 
years of trying, of imagining what the call would be like, it’s hard to 
believe that my dream of becoming a published author has actually come 
true. My first book for Harlequin Romance, Soldier on Her Doorstep, will 
be released in June 2011 in the UK, and the second book is currently 
with my editor. They will be released as a duet, which is super exciting! 
 But when I refer to it as my first book, I feel a little dishonest. 
Because truth be told it was actually my 10th completed manuscript! Not 

all of those 10 have been romances, but the reality is that it took five years and many stories 
before I’d completed my apprenticeship. That’s not to say the learning is over, but I am so 
pleased that I didn’t sell the 9 books before this one. Why? Because after years of writing and 
honing my craft, I can honestly say this is my strongest writing yet, and I’m so proud that this 
story will be my first “real” book.  
 From the day I decided to take my writing seriously, I wrote as often and as much as I 
could. I also submitted my work to editors and agents, racking up plenty of rejections along the 
way. But when the rejection letters started getting longer and more encouraging, and I figured out 
that sweeter-style romance about soldiers and cowboys was what worked for my writing voice, I 
started to feel like I was getting close. That feeling lasted a couple of years, with me hoping daily 
that “the call” might  be getting closer . . .  
 Just before our 2009 RWNZ conference, I was excited to hear about the first chapter 
contest that the London Harlequin office was going to run. Instead of sending out an editor, senior 
editor Kimberley Young and editor, Lucy Gilmour would judge the first 25 pages of a manuscript 
targeted at Harlequin, with the prize being an invitation to email them the full. The other bonus? 
No synopsis required. So I excitedly polished up my first chapter and sent it off. When I found out 
that I was one of the winners, I was so excited I didn’t know what to do with myself.  
 Until I realised that I had to email them the full. Did I mention a condition of entry was that 
you had to have a full manuscript ready to send?  
 Mine was nowhere close to finished. To be perfectly honest it was about 3-4 chapters in 
total. But I knew I could finish it, and fast, because this story truly felt like the book of my heart. 
Less than two manic weeks later, and the night before I was due to fly up to Auckland for the 
conference, I sent it off to the editors. Seven weeks later I received the kind of email I’d only 
dreamt of before. A new editor, Carly, had sent me a detailed revision letter, saying that “while it 
wasn’t an offer to publish at this stage, she would be happy to reconsider the full if I made the 
suggested changes.”  
 I buried myself in revision land and had the revisions back to her within a few weeks. Then 
I waited. And waited some more. The next conference came. I was feeling disheartened, even 
though for the first time ever I’d placed in the Clendon Award. But only a week after the 
conference, I had another email land in my inbox. This time from Carly asking if I was still awake 
and if she could call? Unfortunately I didn’t get the email until the next morning – I had in fact 
been tucked up in bed. But the next night she called, told me they loved my story, and would I be 

CALL STORIESCALL STORIESCALL STORIESCALL STORIES    
Three Exciting 2010 Call Stories from RWNZ MembersThree Exciting 2010 Call Stories from RWNZ MembersThree Exciting 2010 Call Stories from RWNZ MembersThree Exciting 2010 Call Stories from RWNZ Members    
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interested in a two book contract? You bet! That same week I also signed with one of my dream 
agents – Laura Bradford from The Bradford Literary Agency.  
 So while it took a year from initial submission to sale, it was worth every moment. Now it 
feels like time is flying by, and everything is happening so fast. I’ve just completed revisions on 
my second book, and I’m hoping to be writing for Harlequin Romance for a very long time! 
 

Kylie Griffin 
 
My call story’s been a long time coming – I sent out my first, 
inexperienced query letter about 15 years ago; since joining RWA/RWNZ, 
it’s been 8 years of developing and honing my skills. So, I can’t claim to 
being an overnight success (not that any writer is, mind you) – but you 
can call me persistent, proactive and pig-headed. I’ve those qualities by 
the bucket load. 
Let me roll back the clock...to Oct.13th. I'd received several offers of 
representation and I was in the midst of organising telephone calls, 
matching schedules and time zones (no easy feat, there was one day I 
had 3 calls, one right after the other!). 
 With my head full of so much information, and in the midst of the 

phone calls - I ended up with 6 offers of representation, and 2 late emails from agents who’d 
requested the full ms. - I received an email from Leis Pederson from Berkley (my dream 
publisher) offering a 2 book deal for BLOODBORN, the first book in my fantasy romance Light 
Blade series. 
 I have to admit to being a little stunned, but then thought "halleluiah, I did it!" before 
bursting into tears in front of my computer. Some of it was in sheer joy but most of it was 
exhaustion from some very sleepless nights and worry about not having found the “right” agent 
yet. Throw coffee, a liberal dose of anxiety and a pinch (something’s-wrong-with-me-why-can’t-I-
connect-with-an-agent) of paranoia into the mix and you can get some idea of how wired I was -  
*LOL*. 
With less than 48hrs to go on the book offer deadline, it was during my last phone call that I found 
my new agent - Elaine Spencer from The Knight Agency (my dream agency). 
 This was my fourth query to TKA for the year – I’d queried after finding out I was a Golden 
Heart finalist, after winning a Golden Heart, and in person at a pitch session at the RWAmerica 
conference. After the RWA conference Elaine actually ended up with BLOODBORN on her desk 
but she was getting married that week and, while she wanted to request the full, the timing wasn’t 
right and she handed the work onto another agent who ended up passing on it. 
The most recent, fourth query was directed at another TKA agent, but she was indisposed and 
away from the office. Elaine saw the query and remembered the work and my name from back in 
August, and emailed me to ask if she could read the full. She got back to me offering 
representation within a day. The rest is history ☺! 
 In our phone call we really, really, really connected with each other – a crucial element in 
my criteria of securing the “right” agent. She was friendly, professional, informative, upfront and 
open, easy to talk to about anything but most importantly passionate about my work. I ended up 
accepting her offer at the end of the call. 
 That was on Oct.20th and there was only one day left to accept the Berkley deal. So, 
Elaine began working her magic. Within 24hrs she'd asked Berkley for some wiggle room 
(another day), contacted and sent out BLOODBORN to 3 other publishing houses and contacted 
the 2 I already had it sitting at as a result of pitch sessions at conferences. 
 Long story short, we decided to accept Berkley's offer - but it gets better. Elaine managed 
to negotiate a variation on the original deal. She asked me for an overview of books 2 & 3 of the 
series (that I wrote on Thursday, the day before I was due to travel to attend my sister's wedding), 
and she submitted the overviews to Leis. Saturday morning, about an hour before the wedding, I 
received an email from Elaine telling me she’d managed to get the 3-book deal, and was I happy 
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accepting it? Umm, YES! ☺ 
 Now, for an interesting anecdote concerning Leis Pederson. Three years ago I entered the 
RWNZ Strictly Single with the then (only 3 chapters) version of BLOODBORN. Leis was the final 
judge and when she placed the ms. first, she requested the full but I didn't have it finished. It took 
a year and another ms in between before I finished BLOODBORN. 
 This year, I entered BLOODBORN into the WHRWA Emily contest. It won the paranormal 
section then the Best of the Best. The prize was a 30pg critique by Leis Pederson - she read my 
work and requested the full. So, in a roundabout way she ended up with BLOODBORN in March 
a couple of years after she'd first requested it. Things had come full circle. Weird coincidence or 
fate? You decide. 
As for when BLOODBORN (working title) and the other books are due for release, those details 
have yet to be decided. 
 There are a few of things I've learned from this whole process - don't settle for "just any 
agent". Even if one agent, or six offers you representation, doesn't mean they're right for you. 
Don't compromise on what you want and you do need to connect with them - you need someone 
who's as passionate about your work as you are. Secondly, while this process was excruciatingly 
painful in some ways, incredibly fast in others, and definitely exhausting, I wouldn't swap it or 
change how it all unfolded. It was meant to be. 
 Now, there's more for me to learn, heaps more, but I know I can do it (yeah, that's my 
knees you hear knocking!) but I’ll be wearing my “P” t-shirt – proactive, pig-headed, persistent; 
oh, I can now add published to that list ☺. With it on, I can do anything I set my mind to (and 
when things get hard you can remind me I said this, OK?). 
 My goals for next year? Big picture…well, I’m in an ideal position to take another year off 
teaching and that’s something I’m in the process of arranging with my principal. I’d like all of 2011 
to learn more about the flip side of being an author and what’s involved in the industry. I want to 
give it 100% of my time and effort so I have the best chance to succeed. 
 Small picture…I have two more books in the Light Blade series to write, and a relationship 
with my agent and editor to establish. All things I’m really looking forward to! ☺ 
 

Sue MacKay 
 

September 1999 – Dear Ms MacKay, Thank you for your query letter and 
synopsis, which we have read with interest, and would now like to see 
the first three chapters. 
Here begins my very long Call Story.  It should be called a wake-up story 
because when I received this letter I believed that selling my book was in 
the bag. How naive. And stupid. 
February 2000 – Dear Mrs MacKay, Unfortunately this particular 
submission is not up to our publication standard.  
This first rejection turned out to be the best thing that could’ve happened.  
It motivated me to find other writers and to learn more about the craft of 
writing romance. I discovered RW Australia, and through them Romance 

Writers of New Zealand. I went to my first RWNZ conference in 2000 and have only missed one 
since.  
 
August 2001 – I sent in my first full medical to HM&B.  
February 2002 – Yes! Revisions. This time I would be selling.  
December 2002 – Thank you, but no, thank you. 
 
May 2002 – Dear Ms MacKay, Please send the complete romantic suspense manuscript at your 
earliest convenience. July 2002 – Dear Ms MacKay, No, thank you. 
 
April 2003 – Another full medical manuscript requested.   October 2003 – Revisions 
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January 2004 – More revisions.  This time I’ve got to have sold. Please! April 2004 – You 
guessed it.  
 
July 2004 - Another full requested, November 2004 –revisions, May 2005 –more revisions,  
June 2005 – I’m starting to think I only write so my husband can watch whichever TV channel he 
likes. 
November 2005 – Submitted another full medical, August 2006 – No, thanks.  
October 2007 – Submitted a partial romantic suspense – No thanks. 
September 2007 – Submitted full medical manuscript.  
 
June 2008 – Submitted yet another medical partial.  October 2008 – Full ms requested 
January 2009 – Revisions.  June 2009 – Second lot of revisions 
December 2009 – Third round of revisions. Am I a slow learner, or what? 
January 2010 – This had to it. The big “R”.  Wrong. Could I please make some final tweaks?  
 
FEBRUARY 2010 – Timing is everything. Nineteen days after returning home from Christchurch 
where I’d been since Christmas having radiation therapy for breast cancer, I was sitting up in bed 
having a cup of tea when Lindsay said there’s an email from your editor, Megan. Did I really want 
to get out of bed for another rejection? Of course I did. Hope never completely disappears. The 
hope scale shot through the roof. Megan would be phoning at ten pm. What a long day, and I 
desperately wanted to tell my writing friends but a part of me kept whispering, ‘What if Megan 
feels bad after all these revisions so is phoning to tell me ‘Thanks, but no, thanks.’  As if. I was so 
relieved to hear Megan say that HM&B wanted to buy my book it took a moment to realise she’d 
actually said they wanted to offer me a two book contract.  My husband had had no doubts and 
brought out the expensive bottle of bubbly he’d apparently bought eons ago. It had to have been 
a long time ago because when he cracked it open it had gone off. Never fear, we had a back up. 
What a moment, what a night. Well worth the wait.  
 
 Would I have started this journey if I’d known how long it would take? Absolutely. I write. I 
cannot write. And I suspect most authors are the same.  At times I’d say ‘I’m giving up’, especially 
when people like Emily Gee gave up and promptly sold, but then Lindsay would do the eye roll 
thing and I’d know I was lying to myself.  
What got me there in the end? Pigheadedness. RWNZ and RWA with all their wonderful and 
enthusiastic people, newsletters, courses and conferences. The Nelson writing group, of which I 
was convenor for five years. The Blenheim writers; a very professional, supportive and 
inspirational group of women dedicated to succeeding in their writing careers. And finally, a big 
dollop of luck.  
What’s next? I love writing stories and my head is stacked full of ideas that need to be put down 
on paper. And I’ll continue to celebrate in style every step on the way. How could I possibly stop?  
 
Their Marriage Miracle HM&B. From Playboy Doctor to Doting Dad HM&B Mar/April 2011. 
www.suemackay.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I mirror his smile. “I like lists.” 

REQUEST FROM ERIN MILLS 
Following editor feedback Erin Mills is looking for 11-13 year old girls to give their honest opinion – 
good and bad - on her first draft of Mutant High book one! Please email her on erindmills@hotmail.com  
if you know any willing reviewers!  
 MUTANT HIGH is a combination of Sweet Valley High and X Men – very sweet romance (G rated) 
between kids with mutant and magical abilities. The main characters, twins, control fire and water, one 
teenager is part vampire, another is part Angel while another can make the ground shake! All 
characters have their own abilities, and all fall in love, while dealing with danger, bad cafeteria food 
and homework! 
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As the kind of person who loves new stationery 
and pens, I take great pleasure in making lists 
and ticking off boxes. This sees me note down 
goals every year, from personal and financial 
aspirations to writing goals, although there is 
more to it than making colour coded, pretty 
lists.  
 Committing goals to paper makes you 
think about what you want to achieve and how 
you are going to achieve it. When it comes to 
writing, goals should relate to what you, as a 
writer, can control, and you need to take your 
writing goals seriously. While an unpublished 
writer may be determined to become 
published, this isn’t a realistic goal, no matter 
how close you are to publication, because you 
can’t control when an editor will want to buy 
your book. What you can control is how much 
you write, and how often you submit material, 
and these type of goals are productive and 
attainable.  
 As an unpublished writer, my main goal 
each year was to ensure I had at least one new 
full length manuscript to enter in the Clendon 
Award, and it was a great motivation. With the 
Clendon approaching in February again, I 
encourage any unpublished writer to add 
entering to their goal list! Now, with an editor 
and deadlines to meet, my goals are centred 
around fulfilling my obligations, meeting 
deadlines on time and securing new contracts. 
 So whatever your personal writing goals 
are, take the time to think about them and 
commit them to paper. Share goals with your 
husband/wife or critique partner, and do your 
best to fulfil them. Reach for the sky, dream up 
some goals that are achievable and others that 
will require hard work, and make 2011 a happy 
and productive writing year! 
 
Top Tips for Making Goals 
•Only make goals that you are committed and 
dedicated to achieving. 
 
•Make goals achievable and realistic, although 
there’s nothing wrong with wanting to push 
yourself. 

•If you like planning, create a method for 
achieving each goal. For example, set specific 
time frames, words to write per day etc.  
 
•Prioritise your goals according to what is most 
important to you. You can even list goals as 
short, mid and long term.  
 
•Review your goals regularly, and be prepared 
to change your goals as required. You may find 
your goals change, or there are other 
opportunities that arise or things you want to 
achieve during the year. 
 
•Share your goals and be proud of them! 
 
We asked a bunch of RWNZ members what 
their goals for the coming year were, and 
this is what they had to say! 
 
Abby Gaines – Harlequin Superromance 
With the Harlequin NASCAR series ending, 
thus creating a big gap in my schedule, my 
goal is to sell in a new romance or romance-
related genre during 2011. Of course, that 
implies other goals such as completing 
manuscripts and submitting those manuscripts! 
Luckily I never really lost the feeling of being a 
beginner in this business, so starting at square 
one with something new is quite fun. 
 
Natalie Anderson – Mills & Boon Sexy 
Sensation 
•To meet my contractual obligations - and 
exceed both my editor's and readers' 
expectations. 
•To strive for continued growth in my writing - 
to take it to 'the next level' by taking part in 
workshops, studying more craft, analysing 
other books and 'going deeper'. 
•To become more organised - both in terms of 
my daily schedule and in terms of the dreaded 
paperwork - so there's less stress at deadline 
time (and tax time!) and thus have more 
work/family balance. 
•To read more for pleasure!  
 

WRITING GOALS FOR 2011WRITING GOALS FOR 2011WRITING GOALS FOR 2011WRITING GOALS FOR 2011    
By Soraya LaneBy Soraya LaneBy Soraya LaneBy Soraya Lane    
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Soraya Lane – Harlequin Romance 
• Write another 3-4 books for Harlequin 
Romance. 
• Polish up my YA so my agent can tell me 
whether it’s any good! 
 
Sandra Hyatt – Silhouette Desire 
My writing goals are fairly simple – write three 
new Silhouette Desire books! 
 
Tessa Radley – Silhouette Desire 
I'm on the fence about goals right now. I'm not 
using a goal-centered approach at present. All 
my life I've been extremely goal-driven. It 
certainly helped me get things done. But I 
found a side effect was that I developed 
blinkered vision, and became too goal-focused-
-almost inflexible. This led to increased stress 
as my priorities shifted and changed--as they 
do in this industry and in life! 
 
Carole Brungar 
My goal for 2011 is to enter a competition!!  
BRAVE UP AND JUST DO IT!!! I'm 
determined. 
 
Toni Kenyon 
To remain focused and positive about my 
current goal, surround myself with optimistic, 
supportive people and remember to refill the 
creative well. 
 
Virginia Suckling 

I'm aiming to focus on my writing next year and 
not let my work take over. I plan to attend both 
the RWA & RWNZ conferences and judge 
some competitions for RWNZ and RWA. 
 
Karen Browning 
• Find an agent - better still, a publisher! 
• Finish my second novel 
• I won't be ready for the Clendon but I'll try to 
target a couple of US/UK comps 
• Keep up with my blog and website 
 
Jean Drew – RWNZ Founder 
In 2011, my goal is to finish my ancient 
Egyptian trilogy and submit it. I also aim to 
have two more contemporaries finished and 
submitted. Let’s see how that goes! 
 
Suzanne Perazzini – Wild Child Publishing 
and Red Rose Publishing 
This is a tough one because my goals have 
always been the same, year after year for eight 
years - get an agent and get print published. As 
Soraya mentioned, these are not goals over 
which we have complete control and so they 
are a little self-destructive to set up as actual 
personal goals. So I will say that my goal is to 
target a line right bang in the centre instead of 
straddling two genres as I usually do. I get 
many requests for fulls but never the CALL. 
Alex Logan suggested that this could be my 
problem. Editors want to be able to fit you into 
a slot. So my goal is to fit into a slot.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Clendon Award 2011 
Enter your completed romance novel manuscript in the world’s premier romance writing contest. 
The 2011 Clendon Award, created and sponsored by Barbara’s Books, is now open for entries. 
Submit your completed manuscript to receive feedback from at least three (and up to eight, 
depending how far you progress) reader judges. 
 

Finalist manuscripts will be judged by Mary-Theresa Hussey,  
Executive Editor, Harlequin Enterprises, New York 

The Clendon Award is open only to paid-up members of RWNZ (if you have friends who’d like to enter, 
now’s the time for them to join!). Entrants must be unpublished, uncontracted and unaccepted for print 
publication or e-publication at the closing date of the competition—see the rules on the entry form 
enclosed with this issue of Heart to Heart for more information. 

 
Closing Date: February 25, 2011 

New this year: To help with our administration, we’d appreciate if you could register your interest 
in entering the Clendon Award with coordinator Shirley Megget at shirley.megget@gmail.com by 
December 5. This doesn’t mean you’re committed to entering, and you can still enter even if you 
don’t register your interest, but it would help with our planning. Thanks...and good luck! 
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NEWBIE AUTHORNEWBIE AUTHORNEWBIE AUTHORNEWBIE AUTHOR    
Bronwyn EvansBronwyn EvansBronwyn EvansBronwyn Evans    ((((Kensington Regency HistoricalKensington Regency HistoricalKensington Regency HistoricalKensington Regency Historical))))    

interviewed by Kylie Griffininterviewed by Kylie Griffininterviewed by Kylie Griffininterviewed by Kylie Griffin    

 
Share a little bit 
about yourself 
and your writing. 
Hi everyone. I live 
in Wellington, New 
Zealand and I write 
Regency Era 
historicals – dark 
and gritty. I was 
pleased to hear at 
the 2010 
conference that 
dark is in! 
 I come from 
a very corporate 
business world. I 
have a commerce 

degree and have worked in senior marketing and 
general management positions. At one stage I set 
up my own company and listed it on the NZX. I 
sold my shares in the company in 2005 and since 
then I have been looking for something that could 
be my new passion – in 2006 I found it in spades! 
 Unlike other writers I am relatively new to 
writing. English was my worst subject at school 
but I have always loved, lived and thrived on 
stories – plays, cinema, books etc. I had plenty of 
characters, plots, and stories in my head. I just 
didn’t know what to do with them. 
 Back in the nineties when living in London, 
a friend suggested becoming an author but I said 
‘English was my worst subject’. Her reply was 
(and we have all heard it before), ‘How hard can it 
be to write a Mills and Boon’ – EXTREMELY hard 
as it turns out. 
 So, I set about approaching Mills and Boon 
to learn how to write a romance novel. It wasn’t 
until about 2006 that I seriously decided to try my 
hand at writing, mainly because a good friend who 
was bed-ridden, urged me on. I would sit at his 
bedside and we would develop characters and 
plots. 
 That year I joined RWNZ and went to my 
first conference knowing absolutely nothing about 
the romance genre or about writing. RWNZ was 
the support network I didn’t even know I needed. 
Not only did it offer support, hope, and motivation, 
it led me to meet other writers. Writers who in turn 

helped show me how I could hone my craft. 
Gracie Stanners in particular – without her I would 
not be a published author – I kid you not. The best 
advice I can give a new writer is to find a mentor. I 
will never ever forget Gracie and the help she 
gave me. 
 At the end of my very first conference I 
realized that if I was serious about a career in 
romance writing I would have to work hard. I had 
an awful lot to learn. So I set about learning all I 
could. I have taken numerous online writing 
courses – too many to list – over thirty. For new 
writers I really recommend – any course from 
www.patriciakay.com, www.writeruniv.com, any of 
the RWA Chapter online courses particularly 
Orange County. I would definitely join RWA – 
Romance Writers of America--too. Our main 
market is America and RWA provides a link to 
what is happening in the market place. 
 In March 2009 I made a conscious 
decision to drop to part-time work in order to make 
a serious push at a writing career. I work around 
twenty hours per week as Executive Director of 
the NZ Association of General Surgeons and I 
write about twenty-five to forty hours per week 
(the benefit of being single and having no 
children). Writing was never about a hobby for 
me, even though I love writing. It was about a 
driving passion to earn money from a job/career I 
could love. 
 
Our readers love a good story - please tell us 
how you received THE CALL. 

Like most new writers I had the ‘new writer’s 
lurgie’ – starting story after story but never 
finishing one. YOU CAN’T SELL WHAT YOU 
HAVEN’T WRITTEN. Finally (thank you, Gracie) 
that message sunk in. So in September last year I 
took over the Book in 50 Days loop and launched 
a new BI50D. 
 By the end of November 09 I had written a 
completed 95,000 Regency historical called Lord 
of Wicked (release title INVITATION TO RUIN). I 
gave it to my critique partners – thank you Rachel, 
Gracie, and Rhea in USA. At the same time I sent 
out a query letter (my first ever) to two editors and 
three agents, thinking it would take a while to get 
a response and if I got one it was likely to be 
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negative. (You can check out the query letter on 
my website: 
http://www.bronwenevans.com/query.html ) 
 All five requested the full. I should have 
been ecstatic right? But no, wait, there’s more – 
the feedback from all my critique partners was 
that I had to take out a rape scene, which meant 
re-writing the last 5 -6 chapters. Bother! What to 
do? I didn’t have a completed manuscript to send 
them. So in the second week of December I 
simply sent everyone who had requested the full, 
the first three chapters instead (I was never asked 
for a synopsis) and hoped they didn’t think I could 
not read an email. My rationale was, if they didn’t 
like the first three chapters there was no point in 
rushing with the rest of it. 
 Unfortunately in mid December the two 
editors came back and asked for the full - again. I 
ignored their emails. I knew I was soon going on 
my Christmas break and so decided to cancel 
holiday plans and work like mad to finish the 
changes between Christmas and 
New Year. I would send them the rest 
of the book on 3rd January 2010. 
 However, on the 20th 
December, Megan Records from 
Kensington rang me! Where was the 
rest of my book - ‘I think I want to buy 
it?’ Needless to say I was shaking. I 
had to come clean and admit that 
due to critique partner feedback I was 
re-writing the ending. She was really 
nice about it and happy to wait until 
3rd of January. On the 3rd of January 
(always meet your promised date – 
be professional) I sent it to her, the 
other editor also waiting for it, and the three 
agents. On the 5th January I was offered 
representation from Melissa Jeglinski of The 
Knight Agency who’d I’d pitched the story to at the 
2009 conference and who was one of the agents 
who’d requested the full. 
 No word from Megan. Each day I would 
come home and look at the answer machine 
hoping for a call. On the 7th January I went to 
Greytown with some girlfriends for a day out and 
got home and raced to check the phone – no 
message. Still I said to myself – it’s only been a 
few days. I switched on the PC to find an email 
from Megan. I have just tried to ring you but you 
were not home. I will ring you 9am your time 
tomorrow. I’d like to buy your book.” 
 Needless to say there was a lot of 
screaming, dancing and shaking. Loads of phone 
calls made – one to my very pleased agent – and 
the rest is history. I have a two-book deal with the 

Kensington BRAVA line and I am currently 
working on book two due to Megan on 1 
December. 
 
So there you have it – first ever submission – and 
it sold. See it can happen. Get the book finished, 
polished and submit it! 
 
I just have to ask the-chicken-or-the-egg 
question. What happened first – agent or an 
editor? How did you go about finding 
one/both? 
I have sort of answered this – agent first by a hair 
but I could have sold without her. Why did I sign 
with Melissa when I knew I might sell anyway? 
Melissa is an investment in my career. It will be 
she who guides and works hard on my behalf to 
help me build the career I really want. 
 
Can you tell us about your debut/current book 
up for release? 

 
My first book, INVITATION TO RUIN, 
is due out in February 2011 in Trade 
within the USA. 
Avowed bachelor, Anthony James 
Craven, the Earl of Wickham, is not 
dubbed Lord of Wicked for nothing. 
Anthony is indomitable about never 
marrying and refuses to bear a son. 
His father was a cruel tyrant involved 
in slave trading, and Anthony is 
determined his father's bad blood ends 
with him. But when he makes a 
mistake and beds the wrong woman, 
he finds himself caught in the parson's 

noose.  Anthony's solution is simple. He will never 
make love to his sensible, quiet and reserved wife 
again. He will offer Melissa security and position 
but nothing more. 
 
Miss Melissa Goodly is sick of being someone's 
obligation. Unwanted first by her parents, then by 
her much older brother, Melissa has never felt she 
belongs. Her dream is to find true love; a man 
who wants to be with her, not out of obligation or 
duty, but because he cannot live without her. She 
longs for children and the happy, large family, she 
never had growing up. So when she finds herself 
married to none other than the Lord of Wicked, 
she is determined to help Anthony, a man 
tormented by his own past, open his shuttered 
heart to love. 
 
It’s a book about a mistaken bed partner leading 
to a marriage that neither party desires. It is dark, 
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sensual and has a deeply disturbed villain. 
Apparently the villain is one of the reasons Megan 
loved my book. Not sure what that says about me! 
 
My second book entitled INVITATION TO 
SCANDAL does not have a release date as yet 
and I am still working on it. 
 
Writers’ tend to have strengths and 
weaknesses. Can you identify them? What’s 
the most challenging thing about writing 
process for you and how do you strive to 
overcome it? 

I think I am a great storyteller. That is my strength. 
Technically I am not a strong writer. I am hopeless 
at grammar (Lesley Marshall can attest to that 
even though I have completed her grammar 
course) and I need all the help I can get. I don’t 
have a flare for the use of language but I hope I 
can tell an interesting story. Because of this, I am 
in avid agreement with the post on Wednesday 
August 11th on Nathan Bransford’s blog. 
 
He said, “How important is writing vs. storytelling 
to you? Which is more important to you when you 
choose a book? Do you have a sweet spot? Do 
you gravitate toward a certain combination of 
writing and storytelling? Do you have limits?” 
 Speaking personally, my favorite books are 
close to 10/10, but as long as the storytelling is 
great I'm very willing to skimp on the writing scale. 
I can't do less than about a 5 or 6 on storytelling 
no matter how good the writing is. I feel I am 
probably a 6/10 in writing but pretty close to 9-
10/10 in storytelling. 
 I believe I can recognize tension and 
conflict well and apply that to a story. I am anal 
about being organized and I am a definite plotter.  
I feel plotting is what allowed me to finally finish a 
story and also keeps me focused on the depth of 
the emotional journey – the heart of any romance 
book. 
 Stephanie Laurens told me she started as 
a pantser but in order to writer faster in order to 
get her books to market quickly she became a 
plotter – she highly recommended Karen 
Wiesner’s – First Draft in 30 Days and she follows 
this religiously. (available at 
http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/book/978158297
2961/First-Draft-in-30-Days ) 
 
Is it fair to say getting published takes you on 
a steep learning curve in the next stage of 
your career as a writer? What’s something 
you’ve learnt since getting THE CALL? 

That anyone who has sold more than a couple of 
books is a complete god of the writing world. I 
have learned that your first book sale does not 
make a career and I am now in awe of those who 
have several books under their belts because 
writing is such HARD work. In order to have a 
career I have to do this all over again but 
BETTER! That is scary. And unfortunately, both 
Robyn Donald (over 100 HM&B written) and New 
York Times best seller Stephanie Laurens told me 
it doesn’t get any easier. 
 
Do you have any other advice, “lightbulb” 
moments or comments you’d like to share 
about getting/being published? 
Like almost everything in life, success has an 
element of luck. I was extremely lucky that when I 
was selecting an editor off the Kensington website 
that I could send my manuscript to, I happened to 
pick Megan - an editor who was looking for a dark, 
gritty, Regency historical for a line Kensington are 
re-vamping.  Talk about being in the right place at 
the right time! But in order to be in the right place 
at the right time you have to put yourself out there. 
I had not won any competitions (finalist yes, but 
won no). Don’t wait for anyone else to tell you 
your book is good. Make sure it is polished and of 
a high standard but the only way to get published 
is to submit to an editor or agent. 
 In addition, even though I love writing, I 
think of writing as a career. I research the market. 
What is selling, what are editors looking for? Is 
there any point in writing a first person woman’s 
fiction if that book is currently not saleable – not if 
I want a first sale and a budding career. You must 
keep your finger on the pulse – read agents blogs, 
read editor’s blogs, ask the published authors you 
know what they may have heard. That way you 
will know what is happening in the market. 
 Final advice – invest in your career. GO 
TO the RWNZ conference. It is the best place to 
network, get motivated and learn. Besides, it’s 
great fun. 
 
PS. I have to add this. Christopher Vogler at the 
2010 conference talked about how we motivate 
ourselves. All the Wellington Chapter girls will 
know whose picture I keep on hand for my 
motivation – Hugh Jackman. I can’t have a story 
go by without ensuring his name is in it! He’s my 
hero. Sigh!!!!! 
 
For more information about Bron and an excerpt 
go to her website  http://www.bronwenevans.com/  
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OOOOfficial fficial fficial fficial DecDecDecDecemberemberemberember/January/January/January/January    Releases Releases Releases Releases  
Archangel’s Consort (Berkley Sensation, US January 25

th
, UK Feb 10

th
) by Nalini Singh 

From the Ashes (Red Sage Publishing) by Maree Anderson 
Mills & Boon Summer Blockbuster, including The Unmasking of a Lady by Emily May 
Here Comes the Groom by Karina Bliss 
Desire Christmas Anthology, including Mistletoe Magic by Sandra Hyatt 
High-Society Seduction by Maxine Sullivan 
The Italian Billionaire’s Bride by Trish Morey 
Waking the Witch by Lisa Whitefern (available for Kindle at www.amazon.com)  
Yesterday's Dreams by Jean Adams, release around Jan 2011 

 
 
 

Member SuccessesMember SuccessesMember SuccessesMember Successes    ----    Competitions and Accolades  
Sold 
Christina Phillips's ENSLAVED, the third book in her Forbidden series of erotic historical romances, has sold to 
Berkley Heat. 
Marian Rocco w/a Cody Young has had a novella accepted by Embrace Books in the UK. This is her very first 
publication.  
Kylie Griffin (Short) has signed a three book deal with Leis Pederson from Berkley Publishing AND! She has signed 
with Elaine Spencer from The Knight Agency!! 

  

Lists 
Sandra Hyatt is following up the success of hitting the USA Today Bestseller list by starting work on her 7

th
 book 

(that’s a magical number Sandra). 
Nalini Singh’s PLAY OF PASSION (November Release) has hit the New York Times and USA Today Bestseller lists 

  

Competitions and Awards 
MY RECKLESS SURRENDER by Anna Campbell has been nominated as best sensual historical romance of 2010 in 
the Romantic Times Reviewers Choice Awards.  
TEMPT THE DEVIL by Anna Campbell won the historical category of the Heart of Denver Romance Writers 2010 
Aspen Gold Contest. 
PLAY OF PASSION and BONDS OF JUSTICE by Nalini Singh have both been nominated in the RT Reviewers 
Choice Awards (in the Shapeshifter and Paranormal Romance categories respectively). Also nominated is Character 
Elena from ARCHANGEL’S KISS (Best Urban Fantasy Protagonist category). 
Leah Ashton has won the Mills&Boon New Voices competition. 
Bernice Greenham and Jackie Coates are finalists in the RWA High Five Contest. 
Susanna Rogers is a finalist for two entries in the Valley of the Sun, Hot Prospects Contest 
Christine Taylor is a finalist in the RWA-Single Title and Loving It 
Sue Webb w/as Suzi Love won  USA chapter Windy City’s Four Seasons Erotic Category with an historical erotic. 
Placed third in the historical category of the Put Your Heart in a Book contest for New Jersey USA.  
One of my 2 eligible entries is in the final of Finally a Bride from Oklahoma forms that have finalled in but not won a 
RWUSA contest.  
 

2010 RWNZ Strictly Single 
Announcing the finalists: Karen Browning, Tyree Connor, Nicola Davidson, Michelle De Rooy, 
Mary Jones, Christine Taylor 
Due to a tie six entries are on their way to Emmanuelle Morgen from Judith Ehrlich Literary Management and Meredith 
Giordan from Berkley Publishing Group. Final rankings will be known mid January 2011. Good luck everyone. 

Email Tyree at rocker.t@xtra.co.nz with you successes. 

OFFICIAL RELEASES & MEMBER SUCCESSES 
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Romance Writers of Australia- First Kiss Contest 
Opens: Friday December 31st 2010 Closes: Friday 11th February 2011 Eligibility: Open to Romance Writers of 
Aus members who have not been published or accepted for publication in book length fiction. (40,000 words +). 
Enter: one scene ONLY depicting the first kiss between your hero and heroine. Scene must be 1500 words 
maximum. A 1⁄2 page set up should also be included which is judged. Entry fee: $20 Aus per entry for overseas 
entries. Three entries per member are permitted. $22 Aus per entry (incl GST) for entries within Australia. Prizes: 
1st - $200, 2nd - $100, 3rd - $75. 
http://www.romanceaustralia.com/firstkiss.html 
 
North Texas Romance Writers of America- Great Expectations Contest 
Deadline: Dec 30, 2010 Eligibility: Must be unpublished in book length romantic fiction.  Enter: 1st 25 pp plus 
query letter Entry fee: $30 US. http://www.ntrwa.org/contest/contest.aspx 
 
Writers of the Future- Short Story and Novella Contest 
Deadline: Dec 31, 2010 Eligibility: Open to those who have not professionally published a novel or short novel, 
or more than one novelette, or more than 3 short stories in any medium. Enter: Works of Sci-Fi, Fantasy, Dark 
Fantasy no longer than 17,000 words in length. Entry fee: None and writer retains all rights. Prizes: Cash prizes 
of $500, $750, $1,000. http://wof.webstudioswest.com/contest-rules 
 
Colorado Romance Writers of America- Award of Excellence Contest 
Deadline: Jan 7, 2011 Eligibility: Novels with original copyright in 2010; e-books accepted. Enter: 3 copies of 
book; e-books must be submitted in book or bound galley format. Entry fee: $20 US Prizes: Winners will receive 
a trophy. http://coloradoromancewriters.org/aoe.html 
 
Houston Bay Area Romance Writers of America- Judge A Book by Its Cover 
Deadline: Jan 15, 2011 Eligibility: Books published in 2010 by any type of publisher. Enter: Front cover of book 
in jpg or gif format (Barbara's Books is one of the world wide booksellers judging this contest.) 
http://www.hbarwa.com/content/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=68&Itemid=30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sizzler/Intoxication, New Erotic Romance Line 
Check out this e-publisher’s website. Seeking erotic romance stories from established and aspiring authors, open 
to all categories of erotic romanc., 20,000 words to 60, 000. Generous royalties. Email: Send synopsis and first 
ten pages to WolfPrinceEditor@gmail.com.  
Guidelines: http://shop.renebooks.com/SearchResults.asp?Cat=183/ 
 
Red Velvet and Absinthe: Gothic Tales of Erotic Romance 
Anthology edited by Mitzi Szereto, paperback, Cleis Press, USA. Stories 3,000 to 6,500. Deadline: January 1, 
2011 but early sub recommended. Payment US$50-70. Send to: submissions@mitziszereto.com   
http://www.cleispress.com/index.php  
 

‘Shakespearean-Themed Erotica’ 
Inklings Small Press, US, new imprints, Smart Smut, seeks subs for a paperback anthology of erotic fiction based 
around Shakespeare and his works. Editor, Liz Kelly, seeks stories, 2,000 to 7,000 words, which tie into the 
works of Shakespeare in some way. Deadline February 1st. Payment is US$25 plus a contributor's copy. 
Submissions to ekellywrites@gmail.com   
 

Echelon Press is a well established small press, e-books, then as trade paperbacks. Single Title, 50,001 to 
90,000 words, the Novella, 10,001 to 50,000 words and the Short Story, 3,000 to 10,000 words. Accepting 
electronic queries in all genres. The contract is standard and the royalty payments are 50% for the author. 
http://echelonpress.com Quake website: http://quakeme.com/submissions 
http://echelonexploration.wordpress.com/submission 

INTERNATIONAL CONTEST NEWS 
Compiled by Lisa Elkind-Gardiner (aka Lisa Whitefern) 

INTERNATIONAL MARKETS 
Compiled by PDR Lindsay-Salmon, aka Patrika Salmon 
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RWNZ NEWS AROUND THE REGIONS 
Regional convenor contacts 

AUCKLAND – Frances Housden 
email: fhousden@xtra.co.nz  

CHRISTCHURCH – Jill Scott 
email: scotts@snap.net.nz 
 
HAWKE’S BAY – Ginny Suckling 
email: ginny.suckling@xtra.co.nz    

NELSON – Annika Ohlson-Smith 
email: allan-annika@xtra.co.nz  

CENTRAL NORTH ISLAND – Sarah 

Saunders  07 3788249 (work). 

email: 

rainbowpt@vodafone.co.nz 

 
OTAGO - Viv Adams, email: 
whiteclifflodge@xtra.co.nz    
 
WELLINGTON – Giovanna Lee 

Email: giovanna@xtra.co.nz 
 

AUCKLAND 
The Auckland Chapter's Christmas lunch will be held on Saturday December fourth. 
Details will arrive in the Chapter Newsletter. Merry Christmas to all RWNZ members 
  
WELLINGTON  
We had a mini-conference-workshop at our November meeting - a two page anonymous 
read and then comments. Carole travelled all the way from Palmy, and Sharon returned 
after a hip replacement. Several people brought beginnings we didn’t expect. Pat wrote the 
start of a time-travel. Bron had her naughty Lord diving between female thighs in her first 
sentence (and Kris coughing before she could continue the out-loud read.) Meryl had us in 
fits of laughter with touches of glorious comedy.  
Christmas lunch will be on board Meryl’s boat, Saturday December 4th at noon. More 
details to follow by email. 
 
CHRISTCHURCH 
The next meeting is on Monday 6th Dec 2010 at 7.00. Meeting at 283 Memorial Ave, 
Burnside, Christchurch. No decision has been made regarding Jan meeting as yet.  
Just when we get over the earthquake we had one during the meeting. The writing totals  
are increasing so the group is progressing well.  Now the days are getting longer come to 
the final meeting of the year and make your commitments for 2011. Or just discuss what 
you achieved during the Nov writing month. 
 
OTAGO 
Our meeting on November 20th was our last for this year. After offering feedback on new 
writing we celebrated this group’s first birthday with a shared lunch with a Christmas 
flavour.  We agreed to keep in touch over the summer break via email and plan to meet 
again in February.  Special thanks to Rosalie for offering her home as our base – 
especially as over these twelve months this Otago group has grown from four to seven 
members.  We raised our cups of tea to this happy development and wished all RWNZ 
members a Merry Xmas and a healthy and productive New Year. Thanks also to outgoing 
editors Soraya and Suzanne for offering your time and expertise to H2H. Please contact 
Viv for details of our next meeting: whiteclifflodge@xtra.co.nz. 
 
NELSON 
Our second last meeting for this year started with a big surprise. A new prospective 
member arrived in style in an ice mint green BMW cabriolet! Out of the flash car stepped 
Ruth, who had read about us on the RWNZ website and wanted to check us out. We of 
course started the meeting by spending some time getting to know Ruth and introducing 
ourselves to her. Then on our agenda was info from Cherie & LaVerne about an online 
course they had done – the Bob Mayer Novel Writing Presentation. Most useful tips, so 
thank you for sharing that with us all. 
 After that we talked of our decision to once again participate in the Festival of 
Christmas Trees in the Cathedral in December with a Romance Tree. That proved to be 
very awarding to us last year in many ways, not only the joy of doing it, but also getting an 
article about our group in the Nelson Mail out of it. 
 We finished with a cuppa, a chocolate banana & cinnamon cake decorated with 
violets and the first rose of summer and decided to make our December meeting a 
combination of a visit to the movies (hopefully there will be a good romantic comedy on) 
and a Christmas lunch at a café in town. 
 We will start 2011 with all of us reading the same romance novel to be discussed 
and critiqued at our first meeting.   
 
Central North Island 
This issue sees coverage of two meeting for our area. October’s meeting with Diane at Te 
Aroha saw five get together. A small but very positive meeting with some great learning 
starting with the Manifestation Circle. Some surprising results there regarding what we 
want to achieve. Some writing exercises, conference experiences and critiquing were all 
covered as well. An awesome line up. 
 November’s meeting was held at Tyree’s near Morrinsville. Lovely countryside 
which some of us had a good long look at before finding her place. 10 ladies gathered for 
our Christmas get together.  After a sumptuous lunch we got to work writing a five hundred 
word Christmas themed short story. Tyree provided props that had to be incorporated in 
the stories which, of course, had a Christmas theme and romance! The variety of stories 
was amazing. Never think it has all been done before. 10 ladies, 6 props and wow! 
 Thanks to all that have been hostesses this year and best wishes to all for the 
coming season. 
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• Interview with Janet Evanovich (including information about her co-author program): 
http://tinyurl.com/29o8t3a 

• The New York Times has announced it will have an e-book bestseller list beginning 2011: 
http://tinyurl.com/39u7qhh 

• Harlequin author Margaret Watson talks about "The Formula for a Successful Category 
Career" over at Romance University: http://tinyurl.com/36hdz4g 

• My agency (The Knight Agency) has revived the Agent Q&A sessions on their blog, so 
keep an eye out for the monthly posts: http://knightagency.blogspot.com 

• Steampunk romance is really taking off as a subgenre. If you'd like to read more about it, 
check out The Galaxy Express (http://www.thegalaxyexpress.net), which is a great blog for 
all things science fiction romance. Author Meljean Brook also posts about steampunk often 
on her blog: http://tinyurl.com/282272m 

And last but not least, have an awesome holiday season everyone!  
Compiled by Nalini Singh, New York Times bestselling author and web junkie: 
www.nalinisingh.com 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BITS AND PIECES 
Compiled by Soraya Lane 

Dorchester Publishing has officially announced that CEO John Prebich has left, and has been 
replaced by Robert Anthony, formerly CFO and CEO at Backe Marketing. He plans to 
“revitalise” Dorchester, despite the company coming under fire for not paying some of their 
authors and announcing a move to an all-digital list. Dorchester now has a staff of six, and 
says it will be doing titles in both e-book and trade paperback. The winter Dorchester booklist 
will be released on the 23rd November. Head of sales for Dorchester, Tim Young, says the 
company plans a full trade paperback program to be launched in January, when it will begin to 
re-issue some of their major authors in that format. In addition, the new CEO will be 
“reorganising and improving the accounting and internal financial reporting structure, which will 
include a review of the royalty process. We will create an atmosphere of transparency and 
efficiency that was heretofore lacking.” 
 

Did you know . . . that Debbie Macomber, 
one of the world’s most popular authors, has 
over 130 million novels in print? Not to make 
Debbie’s success sound insignificant, but 
superstar author Danielle Steel is even more 
bankable, with more than 580 million copies 
of her books in print! Ms Steel celebrated the 
release of her 79th book earlier this year.  
 

Well respected agent Nathan Bransford 
has left the building. � Formerly an agent 
with Curtis Brown, Nathan was well-known 
for his witty and informative blog, and was 
a successful agent in his own right. He is 
now working at the news/review site 
CNET, coordinating social media strategy. 
At this stage, Nathan will still be blogging 
at http://blog.nathanbransford.com 

WEB SURFING 
Compiled by Nalini Singh 


