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What are the most important 

traits of the craft for a new writer 

to master?  

Tenacity. If you were to make two lists, one of 

successful screenwriters and novelists, and 

the other of those who failed, the difference 

would not be talent or age or gender or    

geography or connections or the industry or 

the economy or sunspots or anything else 

writers tell themselves to avoid facing this 

truth:  writers write .  

 

- Interview with Michael Hauge by Lee Jessup 

(www.leejessup.com)  Click here to read 

more.  

 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
http://leejessup.com/interviews-writers-experts/screenwriting-wisdom-the-michael-hauge-interview/
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Welcome! 

 

Hi Everyone,  

 

Hello and Welcome! I hope you all had a fantastic break over the holidays.  Due to the busy season we 

have decided to combine our February and March issue into one. There is a lot more reading this time 

around and some great articles too. Conference dates have been confirmed (12 -14 August 2016) so mark 

these days down. We have got Michael Hauge as our keynote speaker and his workshop will be on the 

Friday. There will be more information as we come closer to the time so watch this space.  

Our Woohoos section has grown wonderfully and itõs motivating to see our members pushing out their 

hard work in print! Well done and we look forward to more in the coming months ahead. Remember this is 

your newsletter too so feel free to send in your articles, photos and any news that you would like to share. 

We are also urgently looking for formatting and editorial help with the newsletter. We would love to hear 

from you. You can contact me on sapiheald@xtra.co.nz  or Sharyn Barratt rwnz.membership@gmail.com     

 

Wishing everyone a successful month of writing !  

Sapi 
Sapi Heald, H2H Editor  

 

A very warm welcome to 

our new and returning 

members...  
 

Yelena Boskovic  

Imogene Nix  

Lucy Taylor  

Diana Tormey  

Bronwen Evans  

Kendra Delugar  

New Members 

Publication in Heart To Heart is not to be interpreted as acceptance or endorsement of any organisation, contest, market, 
publisher, agent or industry professional by Romance Writers of New Zealand Inc.  Always do your own due diligence before 
submitting your work, entering contests or engaging in business relationships.  

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
mailto:sapiheald@xtra.co.nz
mailto:rwnz.membership@gmail.com
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From The Presidentõs Pen 

Hello Everyone!  

 

Welcome back!  I hope you all had a lovely holiday season and have come back rested and 

ready to write!  

 

So far, this year's off to a great start. We're ticking along with plans for Conference 2016.  Be sure to 

save out 12 -14 August 2016 as the weekend to be at the Waipuna Hotel and Conference Centre 

in Auckland with us for the time of your life!  The speakers, the awards, the opportunities to pitch to 

agents and publishers  and the camaraderie are unparalleled, anywhere. We offer agent -

publisher to author ratios which are the highest I've ever heard at a national conference, meaning 

that you will usually get to pitch to your choice of individuals and companies!  

 

Many thanks to last year's RWNZ Executive, as well as Romance Writers of Australia, for lining up 

Michael Hauge as our keynote speaker.  Writers on both sides of the Tasman are getting excited 

about this opportunity to learn from this engaging author, who is hugely successful across many 

genres of writing endeavour.  His Story Mastery workshop on the Friday, as well as his offerings on 

the Saturday and Sunday, will be out of this world!  

 

On the website front, I hope you have all been happy with the changes thus far. Thank you for 

your patience as we continue to iron out small glitches.  If you have any concerns, PLEASE feel free 

to contact me. We're in the midst of automating the membership registration reply forms and re-

vamping the contest webpages, including updating the contest applications. They'll be ready 

soon. We are also putting into place a new credit card system that will allow us to take member-

ship and other charges locally in NZ dollars, without using Paypal. This has been a long process due 

to the failure of our original solution, which after having a large number of technical issues, are no 

longer taking on new accounts.  

 

Well done to all of you who have been achieving such success with your writing and publishing, 

whether it's been to get 300 words down on a page every day, or to get that book out there!   

For such a small country, we're making our mark.   

 

Keep it up and keep smiling,  

 

 

Lizzi 
 

Lizzi Thompson 

President, RWNZ 

Email: rwnzpresident@gmail.com  

Whatõs happening in RWNZ? 

President, Lizzi Thompson, brings us up  

to date with the news...  

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
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Superb Speakers  

We are absolutely rapt with the way our programme is coming together. Speaker contracts are being 

signed currently, and once theyõre completed, weõll be shouting from the rooftops about the amazing folk 

whoõll be inspiring and teaching at All You Need Is Love  (our 23rd annual conference!)  

After our 2015 conference we surveyed our membership and we were guided as to what people would 

like from the 2016 conference ñspecifically, a varied programme with more access/learning opportunities 

from guest speakers .   Then we went out and worked hard to fill those requests (for example, a   popular 

request was having some fun, interactive workshops, as well as specific industry and craft topics).  We were 

also inundated with  approaches from local and overseas speakers immediately post conference which is 

a testament to RWNZõs stellar reputation for putting on great conferences.  Itõs been a balance ensuring 

our international speakers are given as much time in the programme as possible, accommodating mem-

bership desires, and providing a varied programme of workshops, but weõre confident weõll deliver a won-

derful programme.  We could easily fill another day with these amazing speakers and     workshops é  

maybe something for future committees to consider?!   For those proposed speakers and workshops we 

were simply unable to fit into the two -day programme, we will pass on all details to next yearõs conference 

team, and weõll also look at conducting online workshops to supplement the annual conference. 

 

Conference Team ñWe Need You!  

Iõm sure youõll all appreciate, up until now, our conference has 

been run with volunteer assistance only.  Life these days is busy for 

all and many of us are juggling a lot of commitments that make 

squeezing in  volunteering work difficult.  

With a pool of just under 300 members, our volunteer force is limited 

and many of your fellow members have already served in a volun-

teer/committee capacity, so for those who have yet to serve, weõre 

asking you to consider stepping forward. If we are unable to have 

these roles filled from within our membership, then realistically as an 

organisation, weõll need to look at paying for assistance.  

Sincere thanks to those whoõve offered to help with the jobs on the 

actual weekend, following our call on the NZromance loop.   Many 

of you are òrepeat  offendersó and your ongoing volunteer support 

is so appreciated!  

Happy attendees from last yearõs conference 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz


www.romancewriters.co.nz February / March 2016  

 

We do urgently still require people who can work on 

the Conference Committee in the crucial    build -up 

period from now until August.  

Specifically, we people need to fill these roles:  

 

Corporate Sponsorship Co -Ordinator  

We urgently need help in getting corporate sponsors for sessions, streams and attendee giveaways. Have 

previous experience in gaining sponsorships? Cold calling no problem? We have a prepared sponsorship 

proposal ready to go ñnow we need someone to drive this.   

 

Conference Registrar  

Conference bookings will be taken online, however the registrar needs to ensure all are processed  

correctly, liaising with the membership secretary and treasurer, dealing with attendee enquiries, pitch 

bookings and working with the rest of the team to ensure  attendee communication is seamless.  This role 

will require someone available from when bookings open (March) up through to  

conference start.  A good understanding of excel  is necessary, and basic wordpress skills (to navigate the 

back end of our website) would be helpful.  

 

Hotel Liaison  

Suitable for someone who enjoys relationship / event management. This role requires liaising with Waipuna, 

communicating all the conference needs to the hotel, and ensuring  in advance and over the weekend 

the smooth running of the conference / hotel relationship.  

 

AV Liaison  

A tech -savvy person who can help ensure our speakers tech/av needs are met. Liaison with Waipuna staff 

if there are any av/mic issues to get any issues sorted. This is a òconference weekendó job.  

 

Raffles / Goodie Bags Co -Ordinator  

Our conference raffles are very popular with attendees and a wonderful fundraiser for the organisation. 

We need someone (or job share) to help gather raffle donations wrap and display the raffles at              

conference (we will ask for ticket seller volunteers later in the build -up) and help administer the draw.  

Working with our Sponsorship Co -Ordinator this role requires approaching businesses who may wish to    

donate items / samples, as well as putting the call out to membership for any goodies / swag theyõd like to 

provide, and liaising with RWNZ Chapters regarding their donations.   

 

Any questions / offers of help ñplease email or phone our 2016 Conference Convenor,  

Bernadette Doube   email:  frond@wave.co.nz   / phone 029 250 6161    
 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
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Some òhow to writeó books describe in detail the authorõs own method  

of writing, assuming that what brought them success must work for  

everyone.  

Not so. There are many, many ways of producing stories and finishing books. One size does not fit all. 

Try as many as you think may work for you, and if none do, mix them or invent your own.  

Just as every author has a personal, unique style, we also have different ways of producing our work.  

Many writersô handbooks stress the need to òwrite every dayó, or write X number of words or pages per 

day, or week. These may be helpful goals, if you find them useful and usually achievable.  

Donõt beat yourself up because it didnôt work for you. Or because you skipped a day or two; 

Be realistic. Aim low and if you meet the goal you will feel a sense of achievement, and perhaps you 

will want to go on. Aiming too high may bring only a sense of failure and frustration. Negative feelings 

wonõt help you write well. You are entitled to feel good and enjoy the process, even when it might be 

easier to carve your story into stone, with your teeth.  

Planners and òseat of the pantsó writers are generally not exclusively one or the other. It is perfectly 

possible to write a whole book without any planning. It is also possible to spend a lot of time with       

outlines, graphs and diagrams before laying a finger on a keyboard, and then write a book easily    

because you know where you are going at each step. Or not easily, despite all the time spent on  

preparation.  

Neither method guarantees a good book. Pantsers may have a manuscript full of plot holes, incon-

sistent characters and unnecessary scenes, needing a fierce rewrite. Planners may have a convoluted 

plot with underdeveloped characters and too much exposition; or they may have exhausted their   

energy and are already bored with the book. Or not. Whatever works for you is what you should do.  

 

 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
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One author writes all the dialogue first, and fills in the gaps later with action, description and exposition. 

Another writes scenes at random, then shuffles them about until they make sense. Some use storyboards 

like film -makers; others pin their outlines to the wall scene by scene. A Karaveer student laid out her  

storyline as a graph on a roll of wallpaper, drawing in the high and low points.  

Mind maps are a popular way to flesh out a story idea. Numerous sites on the internet promise to help 

use them on a project, and many writers find them helpful. For me, they are just confusing. For you they 

may be your ideal way of working.  

If you like to plan your life and work, look at some of the planning software for writers offered on the in-

ternet, or try some of the methods offered in courses and how -to books, or invent your own.  

Writing is sometimes like banging your head against a brick wall, but it should also sometimes feel as if 

youõve just vaulted over the wall and are running free, or at least you are sitting on it and feeling good 

about exploring whatõs on the other side, or in your next chapter.  

LET ME COUNT THE WAYS   by Daphne Clair 

Daphne Clair began writing romances for Mills and Boon in the late 70õs 

and has published nearly 60 books. She appears often on US romance 

best seller lists, and also writes poetry, non -fiction, short stories, and histori-

cal fiction.   Daphne has been an incredible support to RWNZ and its 

members since the organisationõs beginning. She has taught   writing for 

various educational institutions and at her home òKaraveeró which   

functioned as a writersõ retreat and venue for writing courses.  We very 

much appreciate Daphneõs contribution to our newsletterñEd. 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
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The Great Beginnings Contest  

Entries now closed  

 

The Pacific Hearts Award  

for unpublished romance manuscripts  

Entries Open 1 March, Closes 31 March  

 

Chapter Short Story Contest  

Entries Open 1 April, Closes 30 April  

 

The Koru Award  

recognises excellence in published novels  

Entries Open 1 May, Closes 31 May  

 

Please see our website for entry information and forms :  www.romancewriters.co.nz  

Queries to our Contest Co -Ordinator, Jude Knighton, jude@judeknightauthor.com  

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
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Steff Green w/a Steffanie Holmes released THE MAN IN BLACK 

in December. Kindle edition  

 

She also has released her paranormal romance WITCH 

HUNTER as part of a multi -author bundle called Happily Ever 

Alpha that hit the USA Today bestsellers list. Congratulations 

Steff! 

 

 

 

 

Shirley Wine 's first book in the trilogy sold to Escape Publishing,  

TELL ME NO LIES, was released on Feb 5th.  

 

 

 

 

Kris Pearson has a new book of short stories, ROMANTIC 

READS  VOL 3, exclusive to Amazon at this stage. Sweet and 

tender magazine -style stories with no sex.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kristina O'Grady 's third book of The Copeland Ranch Trilogy, 

ALL FOR YOU was released by Carina UK on March 4.  

 

 

 

 

Samantha Charlton's w/a Jayne Castel latest historical  

romance DARKEST BEFORE DAWN is now available on Amazon 

and Smashwords. Book 2 in The Kingdom of Mercia series set in 

7th century Anglo -Saxon England.  

 

 

 

 

Yvonne Lindsay 's Master Vintner series of six books are being re -

released by Harlequin Australia in two volumes. Volume 1 will 

be out in March 2016 and Volume 2 in April 2016.  

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B019HS7NTG
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Toni Strawnõs second book, MOMENTARY LAPSE is being 

released on February 2. Her third book,  

NOT FOR A MOMENT, is due for release in May.  Both are 

contracted by Samhain Publishing.  

 

 

 

Jean Drew w/a Jean Adams has her eighth contract with 

The Wild Rose Press for HONEY'S GREEK BILLIONAIRE. 

 

 

Janet Kortlever w/a Janet Elizabeth Henderson has a new 

book out February 29, titled HERE COMES THE RAINNE AGAIN. 

Itõs number 6 in her Scottish series. 

 

 

Vonnie Hughes' COMING HOME is a Regency historical 

originally published in hardcover by Robert Hale Ltd. 

Crowood have reissued it as an e -book.   

Epub edition    Kindle edition  

Thereõs also talk of an audio book in the near future. 

Frances Housden 's CHIEFTAIN IN THE MAKING has been 

nominated in the Historical Romance section by the  

Australian Romance Readers Association. And she has a  

March  5 release of CHIEFTAINõS REBEL the 6th and final 

book in the Chieftain series.  

 

Liz Heywood w/a Beth Heywood has published  

VOICES IN MY HEAD on Amazon .  

 

 

Jane Madison -Jones, w/a Maddie Jane , has  

contemporary romance FIXED UP due for release by  

Escape Publishing on 15 March.  

  

 

 

 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz

