[bookmark: _o7th7nzc0exg]4. Examples: Author Brands I Love
Here, I'm posting a few examples of some self-published authors with brands that I think keep a promise to their readers and incorporate many of the elements we've already discussed. Check them out!

[bookmark: _ih8hubujynd1]Bea Paige

Bea is a dark romance author and I ADORE her. She writes MF and RH romance and her heroes and heroines are always artists - dancers, musicians, graffiti artists, etc. She sets her books in a suburb of London and all her gangs and baddies have a different vibe to US-set books. She's also a wonderful human and I love her. Her husband is a grafitti artist and Bea loves dancing, so a lot of her books are written from her own experience and interests.

INSERT SCREENSHOT 4.1

[bookmark: _sclghlw5lb1r]HY Hanna
HY Hanna is a cozy mystery author I love! She's an Aussie writer who lived in the UK for ten years or so while she attended Oxford University. Her books are all set in the UK, with female amateur sleuths, a cute cat in every series, and a cast of quirky characters. She focuses the theme of her series around her personal experiences and hobbies - gardening, Oxford, baking - so that when you read her books you get these fun glimpses into these different things.
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[bookmark: _qo0mpxwci7zt]Promised Land Books

Promised Land is the first in a series of illustrated LGBTQ themed children’s books written by Adam Reynolds & Chaz Harris. Subsequent books co-written alongside Jaimee Poipoi (Maiden Voyage) & Caitlin Spice (Raven Wild). Each book features stunning full colour illustrations, and they follow the adventures of LGBTQ+ kids in fairy tale worlds.
The authors started with a very clear concept - to show kids that they're all equal, no matter their gender, what they look like, or who they love. They used Kickstarter to fund the books, and now sell them from their website and through different retailers.
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[bookmark: _mu6ntfu7gqa1]Libbie Hawker
Libbie is the literary and historical author I was telling you about in the video. She started off writing more for historical genre readers, and moved herself more into the literary fiction world with standalone novels published through an Amazon imprint. She now writes literary fiction under a second pen name.

INSERT SCREENSHOT 4.4

[bookmark: _zgunfg2rg8sd]Darcy Coates
If I were a better horror author, I'd love to be half as cool as Darcy Coates. She writes haunted house horror - that's what she does and she does it really well. A lot of her books are 'haunted house lite' where they have a kind of happy ending where people learn to live with the ghosts in their houses. Her earlier books are standalone but branded to appear as a series, and more recently she's experimented more with writing horror series, and with a few non-haunted house stories.
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[bookmark: _zg6yvl6m8g4h]Skye Warren
Skye writes dark romance featuring dominant, rich, alpha male heroes and kind of innocent heroines. There's often a bit of an age-gap, and she likes to play with a bit of mild BDSM. Not enough to scare off readers, but enough to very deliberately appeal to readers who've just finished the Fifty Shades of Grey books. Basically, all her branding is designed to promise readers, "If you like Fifty Shades, you'll like my books."
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